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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1971 
To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of: 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 
AND  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  sixteenth  annual  report  on  the  health  and 
social  conditions  of  your  districts  for  the  year  1971.  Once  again  the  report 
includes  a brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services  and  again  I am  indebted 
to  the  public  health  inspectors  for  the  sections  of  the  report  dealing  with 
environmental  health  and  housing. 

The  vital  statistics,  in  line  with  those  of  recent  years,  are  generally 
favourable  and  require  little  comment.  Measles  is  again  the  only  notifiable 
infectious  disease  which  might  perhaps  give  cause  for  some  concern,  but  concern 
only  in  it's  continued  prevalence,  for  it  remains  a relatively  mild  illness. 

As  with  other  infectious  diseases  we  have  the  means  of  control  but  while  measles 
continues  to  be  more  of  a nuisance  than  an  illness  many  parents  remain  unconvinced 
that  control  by  vaccination  is  really  necessary. 

The  year  saw  the  transfer  in  April  of  the  welfare  services  to  the  newly 
created  social  services  department,  a transfer  which  was  viewed  with  mixed 
feelings  by  many  of  the  remaining  staff  in  the  health  department.  It  is  always 
sad  to  lose  old  friends,  and  the  care  of  the  aged,  the  welfare  of  the  handicapped 
and  the  training  and  support  of  the  mentally  sub-normal  have  long  been  the  depart- 
ment's concern.  The  social  services  department  has  our  best  wishes  in  it's  newly 
acquired  tasks  and  our  help  whenever  they  may  require  it . 

The  government  white  paper  on  the  re-organisation  of  the  medical  and  related 
medical  services  is  still  awaited  bu t the  many  important  changes  which  it  must 
eventually  contain  are  already  known  in  their  broad  outline  with  only  the  details 
of  how  some  of  the  changes  will  be  applied  still  to  be  revealed. 

The  health  department  is  no  stranger  to  change  for  change  has  always  been 
with  the  department  and  indeed  the  success  of  the  department  might  be  measured  by 
it's  response  to  change.  Perhaps  the  greatest  change  in  recent  years  has  been  the 
shift  in  emphasis  from  infectious  diseases,  now  largely  a receding  factor  in  the 
department's  work,  to  the  degenerative  diseases.  The  community,  by  it's  acceptance 
of  specific  preventive  measures  like  immunizations  and  vaccinations  and  by 
it's  general  desire  for  a cleaner  and  better  environment  has  played  a full  part  in 
the  decline  of  the  killer  diseases  of  former  years  like  diptheria,  whooping  cough 
and  polio.  Will  the  community  be  prepared  to  play  an  equally  full  part  in 
tackling  the  even  more  fearsome  problems  of  the  degenerative  diseases  like  cancer 
and  the  cardio-vascular  diseases?  Medical  science  has  materially  advanced  our 
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knowledge  of  these  diseases  and  even  in  some  instances  pointed  the  way  to  their 
prevention.  The  causal  relationship  between  smoking  and  lung  cancer  has  been 
proved  but  the  removal  of  the  cause  seems  just  as  difficult,  and  even  unacceptable 
now, as  it  was  when  the  relationship  was  first  suggested. 

The  fight  against  the  degenerative  diseases  inevitably  involves  a change  in 
the  personal  habits  cf  the  community  and  in  its  mode  of  living,  a much  more 
difficult  and  painful  process  than  the  relatively  simple  prick  of  a needle  against 
diphtheria.  But  the  reward  is  just  as  great  with  the  benefits  extended  to  a far 
greater  number  of  the  population. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  department  and  to  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their 
unfailing  support . 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


R . S . HYND 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Town  Hall, 

Hemel  Hempstead, 
Herts  . 


July,  1972. 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1 . General  Statistics 

Area 7,193  a< 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  mid-1971  69,720 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  at 

31st  December,  1971  21,827 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December , 1971  £4,840,303 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  1971/72  £48,7  50 

2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  471  476  947 

Illegitimate  31  35  66 

Total  502  511  1,013 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population;  14.5 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population;  12.4 

Still  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  7 4 11 

Illegitimate  

Total  7 4 11 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still) births : 10.7 

Deaths : 

Males  281,  Females  261  542 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  7.8 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  11.8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age; 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  11  4 15 

Illegitimate  

Total  11  4 15 
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2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (cont'd.) 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  „ „ „ ...  . . 14.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  15.8 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  ...  10.9 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  9.9 

Peri -natal  mortality  rate  20.5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  2.55 

Cancer  ...  . 1 .86 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  ...  1.06 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  0.82 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ...  0.01 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.01 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  in  mid-1971  was  69,720 
as  compared  with  67,000  at  mid-1970 . The  natural  increase  of  population  or  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  471  . 

Comparability  Factors 

Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  0.85  and  1.52  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make 
allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differ  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local 
crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area 
comparability  factor  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total 
of  1,013  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  24  on  the 
previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  12.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  13.2  for  the  previous  year  and  16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  11  still  births  were  registered  during  the 
year,  an  increase  of  four  as  compared  with  the  prevouus  year.  The  still  birth 
rate  was  10.7  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  6.7  for  1970 
and  with  12 .0  for  England  and  Wales . 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (Cont'd.) 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  542,  (281  males, 
261  females)  an  increase  of  thirty-five  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.8  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  11.5  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
11  .6. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were : - 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases 
and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Of  the  130  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth  in 
34  instances  was  situated  in  the  lung  or  bronchus . 

Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  14.8  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared; 
with  11.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year  

Males 

Females 

4 

Total 

16 

1 - 

4 years  

1 

2 

5 - 

14  years  

2 

- 

2 

15  - 

24  years  

2 

5 

25  - 

34  years  

4 

3 

7 

35  - 

44  years  ...  

7 

14 

45  - 

54  vears  

25 

53 

55  - 

64  years  

29 

81 

65  - 

74  years  

56 

137 

75  years  and  over  

92 

134 

226 

All  Causes:  281  261  542 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1971 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Enteritis  and  Other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

- 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

• • • 

• • • 

3 

3 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  ... 

• t • 

• • • 

8 

7 

15 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

.27 

7 

34 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

• • • 

- 

17 

17 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

• • • 

- 

4 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

• • • 

• • • 

5 

- 

5 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  ...  

3 

- 

3 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

• • • 

o • • 

13 

26 

39 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

# • p 

• • • 

-*  , 

2 

2 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

2 

9 

11 

Other  Endocrine  etc . Diseases 

- 

2 

2 

Anaemias  ...  ...  . ... 

- 

2 

2 

Mental  Disorders  

3 

3 

6 

Multiple  Sclerosis  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

• • ♦ 

4 

3 

7 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

3 

1 

4 

Hypertensive  Disease  

7 

3 

10 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

85 

42 

127 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

• • • 

• • • 

3 

13 

16 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

20 

37 

57 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

• • 

• • • 

9 

12 

21 

Pneumonia  

18 

23 

41 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

• • • 

19 

9 

28 

Asthma  ...  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

4 

Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

• • • 

• » * 

6 

5 

11 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

1 

- 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

• • • 

1 

5 

6 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

• • • 

1 

3 

4 

Congenital  Anomalies  

5 

2 

7 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc. 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

2 

6 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

6 

4 

10 

All  Other  Accidents  ... 

4 

2 

6 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  injuries 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

2 

5 

All  Other  External  Causes  

• • • 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

ALL  CAUSES : 

• • * 

. . . 

281 

261 

542 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1971 


Cause  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

Under  3 months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

Prematurity  

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Atelectasis  

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Other  Congenital 

Malformations  

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Sudden  Death  in  Infancy 

Syndrome  

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 

TOTALS : 

10 

- 

- 

1 

11 

2 

2 

- 

- 

15 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water 


The  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  supply  all  but  a few 
houses  in  the  Borough:  these  few  are  served  by  private  wells  or  bores.  Samples 
of  main  and  private  water  supplies  taken  from  house  taps  were  satisfactory. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has 
no  more  than  0.05  parts  per  million  of  fluoride  present. 

Five  private  wells  or  bores  supply  twenty-one  dwellings  with  fifty  occupants 
in  outlying  parts  of  the  Borough.  Seven  samples  of  these  waters  were  reported 
as  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains  and 
from  wells ; 


Total  number  in  Borough 

Number  supplied  from  main  

Number  supplied  by  wells  


Dwellings  Persons 

21,944  * 69,720 


21,973 


69,670 


+ 


21 


50 


* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer 
+ Registrar-General's  estimate 
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Water  Samples  taken  during  1971 


Description  of  Samples 

Bacteriological 

Examinations 

Taken 

Satisfactory 

Main  supply  - chlorinated  

5 

5 

Private  supplies  

7 

7 

Swimming  Pool  . 

20 

20 

Paddling  Pool  

16 

16 

Public  Swimming  Pool 


The  Council's  open  air  swimming  pool  at  Churchill,  together  with  the  adjoining 
paddling,  pool,  were  sampled  regularly  and  all  samples  were  satisfactory.  A new 
paddling  pool  was  opened  in  Gadebridge  Park,  and  samples  here  were  also  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sanitation 

One  area  of  the  Borough,  the  high  part  of  Felden,  remains  unsewered.  The 
Minister  has  intimated  that  he  is  prepared  to  approve  expenditure  on  the  work 
and  a survey  is  being  undertaken. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupie 

Proseci. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities  

5 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority  

241 

106 

11 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 

outworkers'  premises)  

33 

69 

4 

Totals  

279 

178 

15 

- 

2 . Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found : 


Particulars 

Number  ol 

which  del 

cases  in 

’ects  were  found 

Number 

cases  i 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

which  p 
secutic 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

were  ir 

stitute 

Want  of  cleanliness  

3 

_ 

_ 

n_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  ........ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  

- (1) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . . 

7 (3) 

6 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  .... 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Totals : 

13  (4) 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  building  sites 


3 . OUTWORKERS : 

Making  wearing  apparel  23 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper  18 

Making  brushes  20 

Miscellaneous  2 

Total;  63 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

General : 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  107 

Housing  Acts  51 

Housing  survey  23 

Improvement  grants,  Purchases,  Land  charge  enquiries 293 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  105 

Overcrowding  and  multiple  occupation  62 

Moveable  dwellings  176 

Water  supplies  36 

Drainage  462 

Refuse  disposal  108 

Factories  and  workplaces  109 

Building  sites  69 

Demolition  sites  63 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  - general  inspections  107 

- other  visits  250 

Schools  11 

Swimming  pool  21 

Shops  Act  11 

Petroleum  Acts  505 

Pet  Animals  5 

Keeping  Animals  29 

Pests  Act  - rats  and  mice  1573 

Noise  Abatement  . 217 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  37 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  322 

Clean  Air  Act  - visits  to  houses  270 

- visits  to  measuring  apparatus  133 

Smoke  observations  and  visits 141 

Fairgrounds  8 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice  402 

Interviews  . 2608 

Food  hygiene  lectures  55 

Talks  to  organisations  19 

Attendances  at  court  3 

Other  visits  665 

Complaints  investigated  954 

Food  Premises : 

Butchers  shops  86 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  32 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  51 

Bakehouses  4 

Licensed  premises  57 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  115 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  289 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  82 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  27 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  294 

Food  vending  machines  135 

Food  inspection  visits  155 

Food  and  drugs  sampling  78 

Other  samples  69 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.70. 

1971 

1971 

31.12  .71. 

Formal 

. ...  3 

7 

10 

Informal 

151 

224 

218 

157 

Totals  ...  ...  154 

231 

228 

157 

Nuisances 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  comments : 


"A  hundred  years  ago  the  first  nuisance  inspectors  were  taking 
up  their  appointments . Although  the  piles  of  rotting  refuse  and 
human  waste  around  town  houses,  the  polluted  water  supplies  and 
widespread  infectious  diseases  are  now  a matter  of  history,  nuisances 
continue  to  arise  and  formed  the  basis  for  a substantial  part  of  over 
nine  hundred  complaints  received. 

Noise  nuisance  complaints  were  numerous.  Several  arose  from 
building  construction  work,  where  some  noise  is  unavoidable.  For 
instance,  it  was  necessary  to  employ  pile  driving  for  the  pedestrian 
underpasses  at  the  Moor  End  roundabout  and  pumps  were  operated  on  a 
day  and  night  basis  in  a trench  for  a new  main  sewer  being  laid  near 
the  canal  in  Apsley.  Pneumatic  drills  are  always  noisy,  although 
definite  improvement  results  from  the  use  of  mufflers  which  should  be 
attached.  The  engines  of  the  compressors  used  to  power  the  drills  are 
often  as  much  nuisance  as  the  drills  themselves,  and  it  was  cheering 
to  be  told  that  a local  factory  has  produced  one  that  is  comparatively 
silent:  I wish  their  sales  representative  every  success. 

Two  unusual  nuisances  arose  during  construction  of  a multi -storey 
office  bolck.  Humid  weather  conditions,  combined  with  the  normal  drying- 
out  process,  were  seriously  affecting  internal  woodwork  and  other  finishes, 
and  the  contractors  installed  hot  air  driers  on  several  floors,  which  caused 
disturbance  at  night  time  to  residents  in  the  surrounding  area:  their  use 
was  discontinued.  The  other  complaint,  of  pipes  being  dropped  during  the 
night,  was  traced  to  the  new  nylon  halyards  flapping  against  the  metal  flag- 
pole: an  elderly  gentleman  was  not  prepared  to  accept  the  explanation 

until  taken  along  to  see,  and  hear,  for  himself. 

A strong  smell  of  diesel  oil  pervaded  premises  in  Grove  Hill,  but 
investigation  proved  the  spillage  and  entry  of  oil  into  the  sewers  had 
occurred  in  Highf ield . The  warm  air  in  the  pipes  had  carried  the  diesel 
fumes  uphill  over  a considerable  distance." 

Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 
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Clean  Air 


Smoke  Control  Areas 


Last  year,  it  was  reported  that  the  proposed  Adey field  No. 2/Town  Centre 
Smoke  Control  Area  had  been  surveyed  and  approved  by the  Council,  but,  owing 
to  the  uncertainty  regarding  solid  fuel  supplies,  it  was  decided  to  postpone 
submission  of  the  Order  to  the  Minister. 

Due  to  the  unusually  mild  winter  there  was  no  evident  shortage  of  supplies 
and  it  is  understood  that  unless  some  unforeseen  difficulties  arise,  supplies 
of  this  type  of  fuel  should  be  adequate  in  the  future.  It  was  not  necessary 
to  suspend  any  of  the  existing  Orders. 

It  is  hoped  to  proceed  with  the  Adeyfield  No .2/Town  Centre  Smoke  Control 
Order  in  the  coming  year,  and  that  the  clean  air  programme  will  be  able  to 
proceed  steadily  until  it  is  completed. 

It  is  anticipated  that  when  the  High  Street  East  and  Apsley  General 
Improvement  areas  are  approved,  the  opportunity  will  be  taken  to  declare 
them  as  smoke  control  areas . 

Air  Pollution  Records 


The  monitoring  of  the  levels  of  atmospheric  pollution  has  continued. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  that  three  of  the  four  sites  were 
not  operated  during  the  summer  period  (April  to  September  inclusive)  but  as 
in  1970,  the  No. 3 site  at  Adeyfield  School  was  kept  in  operation  throughout 
the  year.  This  is  the  only  one  of  the  sites  which  is  situated  in  a 
Smoke  Control  Area  - the  Adeyfield  (No.l)  area,  which  became  operative  on 
1st  June,  1970. 

A comparison  can  therefore  be  made  between  the  levels  of  smoke 
pollution  in  an  area  for  the  complete  years  before  and  after  a Smoke  Control 
Order  came  into  operation; 

Yearly  average  figure  of  smoke  concentration 


1969  - 30  micro-grams  per  cubic  metre 
1971  - 24  " " " " ” 

20%  improvement  comparing  the  complete  years  1969 
and  1971 

Winter  period  (Jan  - March  and  Oct  - Dec  inclusive) 

Average  figure  of  smoke  concentration 

1969  - 42  micro-grams  per  cubic  metre 
1971  - 31.  " " " 

26%  improvement  comparing  the  winter  periods  of  1969 
and  1971 

It  is  during  the  winter  that  most  domestic  smoke  is  emitted . The  figures 
show  an  encouraging  reduction. 
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MONTHLY  AVERAGES  AT  MEASURING  STATIONS 
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NR  - INSUFFICIENT  NUMBER  OF  DAILY  READINGS  TO  ASSESS  THE  MONTHLY  FIGURES . 
WHERE  NO  READINGS  ARE  SHOWN  THE  SITE  WAS  CLOSED  DOWN  FOR  THE  SUMMER. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 


Registration  and  Inspection 


The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  continues  to  increase,  whilst  the 
number  of  office  employees  rose  by  some  nine  hundred,  mainly  due  to  the  new 
Kodak  Office  block  which  was  opened  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  There  were 
36  new  registrations,  giving  a total  of  655  registered  premises  - 208  offices, 
357  retail  shops,  21  wholesale  premises,  66  catering  establishments  and  canteens 
and  3 fuel  storage  depots;  357  inspections  were  made. 

Accidents 


Thirty-six  accidents  were  reported,  an  increase  over  last  year,  which 
is  probably  due  as  much  to  better  reporting  as  it  is  to  a greater  number  of 
accidents.  There  were  few  serious  injuries,  and  many  of  the  accidents  were 
really  quite  trivial.  Several  employees  alleged  strains  or  pains  after  lifting 
articles,  and  there  seems  to  be  room  for  more  education  in  this  field. 

Several  notifications  were  received  from  one  new  multiple  shop  of  employees 
falling  "upstairs"  on  a particular  flight.  Inspection  showed  that  the  "rise"  on 
different  stairs  varied  not  only  from  one  step  to  the  next  but  also  from  one  end 
of  a step  to  the  other.  The  flight  was  rebuilt. 

Whilst  cleaning  a potato  chipping  machine  in  motion,  an  office  canteen 
employee  bruised  her  hand  between  the  reciprocating  plate  and  the  body  of  the 
machine.  The  Act  requires  that  power  must  be  disconnected  before  safety  guards 
are  removed.  The  Housing  and  Public  Health  Committee  decided  that  a warning 
letter  be  sent  to  the  firm. 

Classification  of  Injuries 


Fractures  3 arm:  foot:  finger 

Sprains  and  strains  .12 

Open  wounds  and  surface  injuries  ...  8 

Bruising  12 

Amputation  1 top  of  finger 

The  premises  concerned  were : - 

Offices  . 3 Retail  shops  12 

Wholesale  premises  ...  17  Canteen  4 
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HOUSING 


Unfit  Houses 

Twelve  unfit  dwellings  were  demolished  and  four  others  closed:  six 
families  from  declared  unfit  premises  were  rehoused.  In  addition,  repairs 
and  renovations  were  completed  at  a number  of  houses  to  make  them  fit  for 
habitation . 

Increasing  numbers  of  vacated  rented  properties  are  being  sold  for 
owner-occupation.  Repairs  and  improvements,  often  with  the  aid  of  grants 
from  the  Council,  result  in  a greatly  extended  life  for  many  of  them: 
without  this,  a considerable  number  would  soon  have  to  be  dealt  with  as 
unfit  . 

General  Improvement  Areas 


Two  general  improvement  areas  are  being  actively  considered.  The 
first,  lying  immediately  to  the  east  of  the  High  Street,  has  already  been 
subject  to  a first  report  by  the  consultant  architects  and  should  be  ready 
for  consideration  by  local  residents  and  property  owners  in  the  first  half 
of  1972.  The  second,  Apsley,  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  other  consul- 
tants and  it  is  hoped  no  undue  delays  will  occur  before  a plan  can  be  agreed 
and  implemented . 

In  both  these  areas  there  is  space,  largely  due  to  demolition  of  unit 
houses  over  the  last  twenty  years,  for  some  new  development  as  well  as 
improvement  of  the  existing  properties  and  environment . 

The  Housing  Manager  remarks : - 

"For  the  first  time  since  1964  the  number  of  persons  registering  an 
application  on  the  waiting  list  showed  a decrease,  and  the  total 
number  of  2364  applicants  on  the  list  at  31st  December,  1971,  also 
represented  a fall.  Of  this  number  1637  were  living  in  rooms  and 
727  had  their  own  accommodation  but  because  of  lack  of  amenities  etc. 
were  requiring  alternative  housing.  In  addition  to  this  number 
there  were  96  applicants  already  selected  and  waiting  housing,  of 
whom  77  were  sharing  accommodation  and  19  living  in  self-contained 
property.  Seven  applicants  living  in  unfit  property  were  awaiting 
rehousing . 

During  the  year  182  new  properties  were  built  by  the  Borough  Council, 
and  these,  together  with  chance  vacancies  made  it  possible  for  the 
Council  to  house  220  applicants  from  the  joint  waiting  list,  and  3 
families  occupying  unfit  accommodation,  as  well  as  transferring  107 
existing  tenants  to  more  suitable  accommodation.  A further  183 
applicants  from  the  joint  waiting  list,  and  4 families  in  unfit 
property  were  rehoused  by  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns." 
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During  the  Year  the  following  houses  were : - 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterpris 

Permanent -Brick  or  prefabricated  .... 

72 

3 -bedroom  houses  (60) 
1-bedroom  flats  (12) 

361 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterpris 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

182 

Various 

340 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.71.  was  as  follows 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  completed  at  the 
end  of  the  year: 


Site 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Number 

Com- 

menced 

Number 

Com- 

pleted 

Grove  Hill  B.l.  - Phase  1.... 

193  ) 

- 

161 

" " " - Phase  2 

277  ) 

Various 

- 

21 

Elephant  Farm  . 

60  ) 

60 

Nil 

Anchor  Lane  

12  ) 

12 

Nil 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made 
at  31.12.71:- 


Proposed 

Site 

Number 

of  houses 

Type 

Grove  Hill  Precinct  B.l.  - Phase  3 

183 

1 and  2-bedroom  flats 

Grove  Hill  C .4 

168 

Houses  and  flats 

Two  Beeches  

63 

Old  Persons  home 

St.  Paul's  Road  

72 

Houses  and  flats 
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I am  indebted  to  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  (Hemel  Hempstead 
Executive)  for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the 
New  Town : - 

1 . Housing: 

(a)  Dwellings  constructed  in  1971 

Old  People's  dwellings  68 

Distribution 

Adeyfield  - Driftway  52 

Midland  Road  - Station  Site  16 

Total  68 

(b ) Total  dwellings  constructed  up  to  31st  December,  1971 


(including  houses  built  for  sale)  12,178 

(c)  Dwellings  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1971:  ...  Nil 

2 . Industry ; 


(a)  Total  number  of  factories  completed  to  31st  December,  1971  

(b)  Factories  completed  during  1971  

(c)  Extensions  completed  during  1971  

(d)  New  factories  under  construction  at  31.12.71 

(e)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31.12.71 

(f)  Estimated  employment  in  main  industrial  area  at  31.12.71 13,3 


3 . Service  Industry: 

(a)  Number  of  firms  in  operation  at  31.12.71 

(b)  New  premises  completed  during  1971  N 

(c)  New  premises  under  construction  at  31.12.71 IS 

(d)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31.12.71 IS 


4 . Offices  : 

(a)  Total  floor  space  completed  to  31.12.71 

(b)  Under  construction  at  31.12.71 

5 . Shops 

(a)  Completed  at  31.12.71; 


(i)  Town  Centre  171 

(ii)  Elsewhere  134 


606,936  sq.  ft.  (gros 

68,484  sq.  ft.  (gros 


(c)  Completed  during  1971: 

Grove  Hill  (Supermarket)  1 

(d)  Under  construction  at  31.12.71. 

Town  Centre  5 


6. 


Schools : 

(a)  Total  number  of  schools  provided  since  designation: 


Primary  30 

Secondary  9 

Total  39 


(b)  Total  number  of  places: 

Primary  9,400 

Secondary  8,015 

_ 23  - Total  17 , 415 


CARAVANS 


The  following  is  a report  by  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors 

Mr  . A „C . Horne ; - 

"On  a dull  December  day  in  1966  six  Irish  gypsy  families  camped  on  a piece 
of  land  at  Two  Waters , and  sparked  off  a train  of  events  which  culminated  in  the 
opening  of  the  Three  Cherry  Trees  caravan  site  for  fifteen  families  just  five 
years  later.  Those  years  were  not  entirely  without  incident. 

The  Council's  decision  to  "undertake  a social  experiment"  resulted  in  a site 
for  six  families  being  established  at  Elephant  Farm.  Each  family  had  its  own 
plot,  with  a standpipe  water  supply  and  a pail  closet.  Later,  water  closets  and 
main  drainage  were  added,  and  a community  centre  was  formed  from  a post-war 
"temporary"  bungalow.  Starting  after  a few  months  with  a volunteer  warden,  we 
ended  with  a full-time  employee. 

There  were  many  changes  in  the  occupying  families,  and  at  one  time  the 
inhabitants  reached  the  grand  total  of  sixty,  including  more  than  forty  children. 
Every  day  produced  its  own  problems  and  local  residents,  much  against  their  wills, 
were  sometimes  involved.  Officers  of  both  local  and  central  government  depart- 
ments were  engaged  in  varying  degrees.  A group  of  local  people,  usually  referred 
to  as  the  "Support  Group”,  devoted  themselves  to  helping  the  gypsies  to  adapt  to  a 
more  settled  way  of  life,  and  carried  on  where  officialdom  often  had  perforce  to 
stop . 


Some  of  the  families  qualified  for  consideration  for  council  housing  and  four 
are  now  installed:  one  or  two  others  could  have  been  accommodated,  but  decided 
they  were  not  yet  ready  to  face  the  settled  life.  For  the  last  year  or  so,  some 
English  gypsies  have  spent  varying  periods  on  the  site  and  it  is  most  gratifying 
to  find  the  two  nationalities,  so  alike  in  some  ways,  so  unlike  in  others,  living 
reasonably  amicably  side  by  side . 

Probably  the  greatest  impact  has  been  on  the  children.  From  muddy  roadside 
verges  where  they  were  constantly  moved  on,  they  have  been  "translated"  to  sites 
free  from  harassment,  and  provided  with  "mod.  cons"  including  baths  and  hot  water. 
They  have  discovered  that  not  all  the  people  in  the  world  are  "anti";  they  have 
learned  the  art  of  playing  together  and  how  to  write,  to  draw,  to  crayon,  to  paint. 
The  older  ones  have  been  introduced  to  school,  a frightening,  humiliating  and 
restrictive  experience  at  first,  particularly  if  well  above  the  usual  starting  age 
and  unable  to  read  or  write.  But  some  have  made  excellent  progress  and  all  are 
accepted  by  their  house-dwelling  companions . 

For  the  under  fives,  the  Support  Group  started  a play-group,  which  has  proved 
tremendously  popular  and  which  will  mean  so  much  to  the  future  school  entrants. 

"The  Save  the  Children  Fund"  interested  themselves  in  this  project,  and  Elephant 
Farm  saw  the  first  playgroup  they  had  ever  sponsored  on  a gypsy  site;  others  have 
since  been  formed,  with  paid  helpers  and  excellent  equipment. 

Fortunately  for  the  Borough,  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  has  for  some 
years  been  in  the  forefront  in  considering  the  gypsy  problem,  and  already  had  well 
established  sites  in  Bushey  and  near  Hertford  . Since  the  Caravan  Sites  Act  of 
1968,  the  County  has  made  good  progress  in  meeting  its  obligation  to  accommodate 
some  one  hundred  families.  New  sites  have  been  opened  at  Smallford  in  the 
St.  Albans  Rural  District  Council  area  and  at  Three  Cherry  Trees  Lane  in  the  Borough, 
each  for  fifteen  families;  other  sites  are  in  view.  Probably  the  wisest  move 
the  County  made  was  to  appoint  Mr.  Byrne,  previously  a member  of  my  staff,  as 
Gypsy  Officer  in  the  Health  Department,  and  later  as  Advisory  Officer  for  Special 
Projects  in  the  Social  Services  Department . His  tremendous  enthusiasm  and 
understanding  have  resulted  in  a team  of  interested  officers  drawn  from  various 
County  Hall  departments,  a sympathetic  committee  and  a forward  looking  policy. 

He  himself  has  a national  reputation  as  an  expert  in  the  subject. 
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Finally,  a word  to  all  those  who  suffered  anxiety,  annoyance  or  loss 
of  any  kind  as  a result  of  the  Council's  effort  to  do  something  towards 
solving  the  gypsy  problem,  instead  of  continuing  to  sweep  it  under  the 
carpet . We  freely  admit  we  started  in  abysmal  ignorance  of  the 
problems  we  were  trying  to  solve,  our  public  relations  were  terrible, 
our  mistakes  legion.  But  from  the  lessons  we  learned,  others  have 
profited.  Many  Council  representatives  from  different  parts  of  the 
country  have  visited  the  area  to  discuss  the  situation  and  seek  advice; 
many  more  have  corresponded.  Whitehall,  too,  has  not  been  averse  to 
discussing  the  subject.  Innumerable  meetings,  ranging  from  discussion 
with  half  a dozen  people  in  local  organisations  to  an  address  to  eight 
hundred  at  a national  conference,  have  been  attended,  whilst  reports  and 
articles  have  been  widely  circulated . Maybe  as  a result  of  the  lessons 
learned  from  your  "sufferings",  many  others  have  been  saved  from  a similar 
fate.  We  hope  so. 

So  many  organisations  and  individuals  have  assisted  in  one  way  or 
another  in  connection  with  the  gypsies,  both  at  Elephant  Farm,  in  the 
country  lanes  and  in  the  houses  that  some  now  live  in,  that  they  cannot 
be  named  in  a report  like  this.  But,  on  behalf  of  the  Council  and  its 
officers,  I take  this  opportunity  to  say  "Thank  you  - and  please  continue". 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Retail  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1971  was : - 


Butchers  35 

Fishmongers  - wet  and  dried  fish  only  1 

- wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  12 

Grocers  35 

Greengrocers  20 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade  - not  included  above)  26 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  44 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  68 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences)  46 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  (including  above)  12 

Cafes  27 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation  etc 48 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  148 

No.  of  premises  concerned  above;  252 


Complaints 


A total  of  150  complaints  about  foods  were  made  by  members  of  the  public, 
including  49  alleging  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies,  28  to  be  unfit,  and  42  to 
be  mouldy . 

Meat  and  meat  products  were  involved  in  23  cases,  bread  and  flour  confectionery 
in  50  and  milk  in  4. 


Prosecutions 


Three  cases  were  heard  in  the  Magistrates  Court,  in  relation  to  offences 
under  Section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955:- 


Penalty 

Costs 

1 . 

Cigarette  end  in  Eccles  cake 

£15 

- 

2 . 

Mouldy  sausages 

£15 

£5 

3. 

Mouldy  blackcurrant  fool 

£25 

£5 

Three  further  cases  were  due  to  be  heard  early  in  1972. 

Foodstuffs  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


The  main  items  of  unfit  food  dealt  with  were ; - 


cwts.  lbs. 


Carcase  meat  and  offal  2 37 

Fish 3 105 

Other  foods  - 54 

Frozen  food  packets  due  to  cabinet 

breakdown  - 9,257  pkts . 

Packets,  jars,  tins  - 5,502  articles 
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Food  Hygiene  Education 


Ignorance  of  food  hygiene  is  still  widespread,  but  one  hopes  that  in  this 
Borough  at  least  a fair  number  of  premises  are  more  hygienically  satisfactory  - 
and  safer  to  patronise  - because  of  the  eight  years  devoted  to  food  hygiene 
lectures  and  talks.  Some  local  firms  have  supported  these  efforts  well  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  meet  a succession  of  employees  from  the  same  canteen,  the 
same  shop,  the  same  restaurant  at  the  courses. 

The  food  hygiene  certificate  course  and  examination  of  the  Royal 
Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  is  the  basic  course,  and  two  were  held, 
one  each  in  the  Spring  and  Autumn  terms.  Regular  attenders  numbered  53,  of 
whom  46  sat  the  examination  and  40  passed.  This  brings  the  grand  total  of 
students  to  453,  and  passes  in  the  examination  to  292. 

A number  of  students  have  asked  whether  an  advanced  course  was  available 
and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Dacorum  College  of  Further  Education,  the  Royal 
Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  Diploma  Course,  lasting  two  terms,  was 
started  in  September,  with  an  enrolment  of  twenty.  By  no  means  all  the  students 
are  from  Hemel  Hempstead,  some  travelling  from  Berkhamsted , Tring,  Aylesbury, 
Luton,  Dunstable,  Hitchin  and  Radlett . Most  have  attended  previous  certificate 
courses,  or  hold  similar  qualifications. 

Education  is  not  confined  to  lectures,  but  also  takes  place  on  each  visit 

by  an  inspector,  who  explains  what  he  finds  wrong  in  premises  or  methods  and 

what  should  be  done  to  put  things  right . In  one  cafe  the  conditions  had  become 
so  bad  that  it  was  necessary  for  it  to  close  for  a fortnight  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  necessary  work  of  cleaning  and  redecoration.  A salutary  lesson  indeed'. 

In  order  to  maintain  interest  following  the  lecture  courses,  one  or  two 
visits  and  talks  are  arranged . Two  parties  of  about  twenty-five  each  enjoyed 

a visit  to  the  Maggi  Soup  factory  at  Aylesbury  in  May,  whilst  in  April  a staff 

training  officer  from  the  Express  Dairies  in  London  came  to  the  Town  Hall  to 
talk  on  "Staff  Training  - Methods  and  Problems" . Many  food  handlers  have  little 
idea  what  goes  on  beyond  their  own  four  walls,  and  contacts  such  as  these  not 
only  arouse  their  interest,  but  also  help  them  to  realise  that  they  are  part  of  a 
very  important  industry. 


Slaughterhouse 

There  was  no  slaughtering  at  the  one  private  slaughterhouse  attached  to 
a butcher's  shop. 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  Borough. 
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Food  and  Drug  Sampling 


Analyst's  Report 


Unsatisfactory  Samples: 


Article 

No . 

of 

Samples 

Remarks 

Milk  - formal  ........ 

1 

16%  deficient  in  fat 

(1) 

Bread  and  butter  ..... 

2 

Formal  samples.  Cafe  Meals.  Satisfactory 

(2) 

Milk  bottle  .......... 

1 

Complaint.  Mortar  in  bottle 

(3) 

Sugared  almonds  ...... 

1 

Complaint  of  mouldy  taste 

(4) 

Chocolate ............. 

1 

Complaint  of  burned  mouth 

(5) 

Hot  drink  powder  ..... 

1 

Complaint  of  metal  filings 

(6) 

Suet  . 

1 

Slightly  deficient  in  fat 

(7) 

Orangeade  powder  ..... 

1 

Label  did  not  specify  vitamin  content 

(7) 

1 . An  isolated  incident  at  a large  dairy  with  a good  record . A 
mechanical  breakdown  resulted  m milk  standing  in  a tank  without 
constant  stirring,  so  that  the  cream  rose  to  the  top.  Doubtless 
some  bottles  contained  mainly  cream,  whereas  others,  like  the  one 
sampled  - were  deficient  in  cream.  Warning  letter  sent. 

2.  Routine  checks  to  see  that  butter  was,  in  fact,  being  used  and 
not  margarine  or  a mixture  of  butter  and  margarine . 

3.  Misuse  of  bottle  by  former  customer.  Warning  letter  sent. 

4.  Complaint  not  substantiated. 

5.  Complainant  stated  that  her  mouth  was  burned  when  eating  a piece  of 
bar  chocolate.  No  evidence  of  contamination  was  found  in  the 
remaining  part  of  the  bar,  and  a full  investigation  at  the  factory 
revealed  nothing. 

6.  Complaint  of  metallic  taste  and  grey  sludge  left  in  cup.  Use  of 

a magnet  disclosed  presence  of  metal  filings  and  analyst  confirmed 
that  they  composed  one  per  cent  of  the  contents  of  the  tin. 

Prosecution  pending. 

7 . Discussion  with  manufacturers  who  agreed  to  revise  the  label . 

Items  reported  to  be  satisfactory  were : - 

6 
8 

4 

5 
14 

2 
8 
5 
2 


Milk  - formal  . 5 

Beverages  from  vending  machines . . 4 

Cream  6 

Edible  cake  decoration  1 

Flour  6 

Ice-cream  2 

Meat  tenderiser  2 

Mustard  . 2 

Powders  and  mixes  15 

Salad  Cream  2 


Cheese  

Curry  Powder  

Fish  cakes  

Gelatine  

Influenza  and  cough  mixtures  

Mincemeat  

Pies,  pastries,  sausage  rolls  

Preserves  

Suet  
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Vending  Machines 


The  use  of  food  vending  machines  is  increasing,  and  a survey  revealed 
that  72  were  operating  in  58  premises,  which  included  offices,  factories, 
shops,  schools,  the  swimming  pool  and  a laundrette.  It  was  surprising  to 
discover  there  were  over  twenty  manufacturers  of  machines  and,  before  the 
survey  was  commenced,  each  of  them  was  asked  to  supply  brochures  and 
cleaning  instructions  for  their  products.  There  was  a good  response, 
and  each  inspector  spent  a profitable  day  at  the  premises  of  one  of  two 
manufacturers  who  kindly  provided  demonstrations  of  dismantling,  cleaning 
and  sterilising  machines . 

Machines  which  vend  wrapped  food  such  as  cartoned  milk,  bottled 
drinks  or  wrapped  sweets,  cause  little  concern  but  those  supplying  open 
food,  such  as  complete  meals  or  beverages,  require  special  attention  to 
cleaning  and  sterilising.  Unfortunately  this  important  work  is  often 
left  to  the  odd  job  man,  or  is  handed  to  someone  already  fully  employed 
to  do  "when  you  have  a minute".  He  seldom  does,  so  that  the  work  is  skimped 
or  neglected  altogether. 

Some  very  unsatisfactory  machines  were  found,  and  a good  deal  of  time 
was  spent  instructing  operatives  how  to  clean  them  properly.  It  is 
reasonably  certain  that  if  customers  could  see  conditions  in  the  dispensing 
apparatus  behind  the  glossy  facades  of  some  machines,  more  complaints  would 
be  received . 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

6 

1 

. - 

Whooping  Cough  

5 

2 

- 

Measles  

207 

1 

- 

Dysentery  

4 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning  

8 

1 

- 

Infectious  Hepatitis  . 

1 

— 

— 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Group 

f 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Food 

Poisoning 

Infecti ous 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

- 

2 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

1 

- 

14 

1 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

- 

1 

14 

1 

- 

- 

3-4  years  

1 

- 

40 

1 

- 

- 

4-5  years  

3 

£ 

22 

- 

1 

- 

5-10  years  

- 

- 

102 

- 

3 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

15  - 25  years  

1 

■ - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 45  years  

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

1 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

“ 

3 

Total  cases  notified: 

6 

5 

207 

4 

8 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Pu 

lmonary 

Non-Pul 

monary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  1st  January,  1971  

125 

54 

6 

12 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  

- 

2 

1 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register 
other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.  transfers-in  etc.)  

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  Register 
during  the  year  . 

29 

23 

2 

- 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining  on 
the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year: 

97 

34 

5 

12 

New  Cases 

Dea- 

ths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonarj 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

- 

- 

t - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 20  years  

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25  years  . 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years  

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years  

- 

- 

- 

-» 

- 

• 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  

1 

“ 

— 

" 

Totals:  

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area 1,982  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid  1971  15,820 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1971  5,213 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1971  £869,265 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1971-72  £8,361 


2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  115  104  219 

Illegitimate  9 2 11 

Total  . . . 124  106  230 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  ...  14.5 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population;  ...  15.0 


Still  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  1 1 2 

Illegitimate  1 - 1 

Total  ...  2 1 3 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  12.9 


Deaths : 

Males  69,  Females  67  136 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  8.6 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  8.9 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  Nil 


Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  1 - 1 

Illegitimate  

Total  ...  1 - 1 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  4.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  4.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  4.3 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  4.3 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  17.1 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (cont'd.) 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  3.16 

Cancer  ...  1.88 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  ...  ...  1.33 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1 ,01 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1971  was  15,820 
as  compared  with  15,160  at  mid -1970.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population 
i.e.  excess  births  over  deaths,  was  94. 


Comparability  Factors 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  1.03  and  1.04  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates 
are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor,  they  are  comparable 
with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate 
for  any  area  for  that  year . 


Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net  total  of 
230  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year  an  increase  of  11  on  the  previous 
year . 


The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  15.0  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with 
14.8  for  the  previous  year,  and  with  16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  three  still-births  were  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  12.9  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  as 
compared  with  9.1  in  the  previous  year  and  12.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  136  (69  males,  67  females) 
a decrease  of  31  on  the  total  for  the  year  1970. 
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Deaths  (cont'd.) 


The  adjusted  death  rate  was  8.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  11.3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  cuases  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were:- 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases, 
and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 


Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  4.3  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
13.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 


1 

- 

4 years 

5 

- 

14 

years 

15 

- 

24 

years 

25 

- 

34 

years 

35 

- 

44 

years 

45 

- 

54 

years 

55 

- 

64 

years 

65 

- 

74 

years 

75 

years  and  over 

All  Causes 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

15 

12 

27 

23 

20 

43 

23 

30 

53 

69 

67 

136 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1971 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

1 

3 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

3 

2 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

2 

- 

2 

Leukaemia  ...  

- 

2 

2 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

4 

4 

8 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

- 

1 

1 

Anaemias  . ...  ... 

1 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  

- 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease  

1 

- 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

23 

10 

33 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ... 

2 

4 

6 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

6 

10 

16 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . . , 

2. 

7 

9 

Pneumonia 

9 

4 

13 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

4 

3 

7 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

- 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  

1 

- 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  , . . 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System  ... 

T 

2 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies  

1 

1 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

1 

3 

4 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  

1 

2 

3 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

3 

- 

3 

ALL  CAUSES  

69 

67 

136 

Infant  Mortality  in  1971 
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1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 
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- 

1 

TOTALS : 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 


Town  Supply 


The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are  the 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at  Berkhamsted 
Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before  passing  to  supply.  There 
are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing  370,000  gallons  and  the  other  300,000 
gallons.  The  average  daily  water  consumption  was  approximately  68  gallons  per  head. 

The  water  is  hard,  therefore, no  action  has  been  necessary  for  plumbo-solvent 
contamination.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  does  not  exceed  0.05  p.p.m. 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  samples  are  taken  from 
various  premises  within  the  district  and  are  submitted  by  this  Council  for  bacterio- 
logical examination. 

Private  Supplies 


A laundry,  one  factory  and  the  Council's  swimming  bath  obtain  water  from 
boreholes . 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Population 

(Estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

17,461 

5,292 

17,461 

- 

- 

Water  Samples  Taken  During  1971 


Number  of 

Samples 

Description 
of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Exam. 

Taken 

Satis . 

Unsatis 

Taken 

Satis . 

Unsatis 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Private  Supplies 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Swimming  Baths 

22 

21 

1 

— 

Main  Water:  Total  Hardness  240  p.p.m. 
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Swimming  Baths 


There  are  four  swimming  baths  within  the  district. 

1.  Town  Bath.  An  open-air  swimming  bath  constructed  in  1925,  enlarged  and 
improved  in  1965,  owned  and  managed  by  the  Council. 

The  capacity  is  147 ,000 gal Ions  and  the  water  is  obtained  from  an  80  ft. 
borehole.  The  bath  is  emptied  and  re-filled  annually  prior  to  the  swimming 
season.  Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is  used. 
Proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment  and  aeration  is  carried  out 
after  chlorination. 

13  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  12  were 
satisfactory.  The  one  unsatisfactory  sample  resulted  from  a minor  mechanical 
failure  which  was  quickly  rectified. 

2.  Ashlyns  School . A heated  covered  pool  of  40,000  gallons  capacity  where 
marginal  chlorination  is  practised.  4 samples  were  taken;  all  were  satisfactory 

3.  Berkhamsted  School . A covered  pool  of  40,000  gallons  capacity.  Marginal 
chlorination  is  used.  5 samples  were  taken;  all  were  satisfactory. 

4.  Berkhamsted  School  for  Girls  . A heated  open-air  pool  with  an  80,000  gallons 
capacity.  Again  marginal  chlorination  is  used. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Sewage  treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Council's  sewage  works  at 
Bulbeggars  Lane,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  the  Grand  Union  Canal. 

4 samples  of  effluent  were  taken  during  the  year . 2 complied  with  the 

recommended  standards . 

Alterations  and  extensions  are  planned  to  the  works  to  cater  for  the 
increasing  population  of  the  Urban  District  and  sewer  extensions  in  the 
surrounding  Rural  District . 

Most  premises  in  the  District  are  connected  to  the  sewers  but  there  are 
approximately  110  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  are  emptied  when  necessary 
by  arrangement  with  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost  of  emptying  is  passed 
on  to  the  owners  of  the  premises.  Some  cesspools  are  emptied  by  a private 
contractor.  Loan  sanction  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment  is  still 
awaited  before  work  can  start  on  providing  sewers  in  the  two  main  areas  in  which 
the  properties  with  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  are  situated . 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


During  the  year  responsibility  for  refuse  collection  and  disposal  was 
transferred  from  the  Public  Health  Department  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor's 
Department . 

The  refuse  tip  at  Bulbeggars  Lane  has  been  closed  down  and  refuse  is  now 
transported  to  a tip  at  Wheathampstead . A small  area  of  the  site  at  Bulbeggars 
Lane  has  been  provided  in  compliance  with  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  for  local 
residents  to  deposit  litter  in  bulk  refuse  containers  which  are  removed  regularly 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 

inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors): 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

60 

38 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding 
outworkers ' premises) 

6 

6 

TOTAL : 

67 

45 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

cases  in 
which  pro 
ecutions 

were  inst 

tuted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 


OUTWORKERS : 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
(Including  visits  made  by  General  Assistant /Rodent  Operative) 

Visits  and  Inspections: 

General 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  180 

Improvement  Grants  190 

Sub-standard  houses  109 

Qualification  certificates  ...  77 

Multiple  occupation  3 

Offices  & Shops  Act  ...  , . . 103 

Pest  Control  1130 

Factories  48 

Refuse  disposal  115 

Refuse  Collection  71 

Swimming  bath  19 

Accumulations  2 

Drainage  89 

Building  sites  27 

Cesspools  5 

Noise  27 

Pet  Animals  Act  4 

Offices  & Shops  Act  - Accidents  3 

Offensive  smells  39 

Immigrants  4 

Civic  Amenities  Act  26 

Infectious  diseases  9 

Clean  Air  Act  16 

Caravans  ...  ...  4 

Infestations  61 

Lectures  4 

Interviews  ...  . 40 

Miscellaneous  3 

Food  Premises: 

Food  delivery  vehicles  8 

Food  stalls  22 

Grocers  32 

Slaughterhouse  (post-mortem  meat  inspection)  52 

Restaurants  28 

Butchers  31 

Bakehouses  17 

Confectioners  . 14 

Greengrocers  18 

Fishmongers  19 

Multiple  stores  82 

Licensed  premises  22 

School  kitchens  ...  ...  . 8 

Canteens  2 

Fish  fryer  2 

Food  manufacturers  1 

Complaints : 

Offensive  smells  9 

Insanitary  premises  ...  5 

Private  drains  49 

Combined  drains  ...  ...  2 

Housing  defects  42 

Offensive  accumulations  1 

Food  27 

Noise  7 

Cesspools  2 

Rivers  1 

Clean  Air  Act  4 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Oustanding 
31.12  . 70~7 

Informal  ...  16 

Formal  ... 


Served 

Completed 

Oustanding 

1971 

1971 

31.12 .71 . 

50 

42 

24 

3 

2 

1 

Nuisances  Abated:  Defects  and  Contraventions Remedied 


Houses  9 

Food  Premises  2 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

During  the  year  125  infestations  by  rats,  5 by  mice  and  4 by  glis-glis 
were  dealt  with. 

For  the  majority  of  infestations,  Warfarin  with  an  oatmeal  base  and 
Rodine  Biotrol  was  used  for  poisoning.  Warfarin  with  a maize  base  and 
Alphakil  were  used  successfully  against  mice.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
either  rats  or  mice  in  the  District  are  Warfarin  resistant,  despite  indications 
of  increasing  problems  both  nationally  and  locally  of  resistance,  particularly 
in  mice. 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses. 

Sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  by  a private  contractor  using  25  per  cent 
f luoracetamide  (1081).  A separate  return  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 


Four  shops  are  registered  and  statutory  conditions  are  observed . 


Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district . 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  with  the 
Council  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  at  31st  December,  1971;- 


Class  of  Work  Place 

Number  of 

Registered 

Premises 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Male 

Females 

Offices  

77 

623 

626 

Retail  shops  

111 

186 

403 

Wholesale  shops  

6 

25 

11 

Catering  Establishments  , 

16 

29 

43 

Canteens  

2 

- 

13 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  

1 

7 

- 

TOTALS : 

213 

870 

1,096 

This  table  does  not  include  premises  in  factories,  Crown  premises  and 
those  owned  by  Local  Authorities,  all  of  which  are  registered  by  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories;  neither  does  it  include  approximately  one  hundred 
shops  and  offices  which  are  exempt  from  registration. 

Six  accidents  were  notified  and  investigated.  A separate  annual  report 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity. 
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HOUSING 


Clearance  of  Sub-Standard  Houses: 

The  12  houses,  Nos.  40-50  High  Street  and  1-6  Thompsons  Row,  which  were 
in  a confirmed  Clearance  Area  were  demolished. 

The  vacation  of  unfit  houses  in  Provident  Place  and  Holliday  Street,  which 
are  subject  to  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  has  continued. 

7 houses,  Nos.  11-14  Bell  Lane,  Northchurch  and  51-53  Ellesmere  Road  were 
removed  from  the  Housing  Clearance  Programme . Some  have  already  been  improved 
to  a degree  and  all  have  a potential  for  improvement  to  a reasonable  standard. 

Improvement  Grants: 


(a)  Standard  - 

24  Standard  Grants  were  paid  amounting  to  £4,685.45. 

(b)  Improvement  - 

6 Improvement  Grants  were  paid  amounting  to  £1,605.17. 

This  compares  with  14  Standard  Grants  and  3 Improvement  Grants 
paid  in  1.970 . 

( c ) General 


Surveys  were  commenced  in  accordance  with  Section  70  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1969  in  order  to  establish  what  further  action  is  required  in  connection 
with  unfit  houses,  multi -occupation  and  houses  lacking  modern  amenities. 


The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  Council 
houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  D.E.  Jones : - 

"Housing  progress  in  1971  saw  the  commencement  of  a contract 
for  150  dwellings  at  Ashlyns  Estate  (Phase  2)  of  which  31  were 
completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

A further  19  houses  at  Curtis  Way  were  modernised  giving 
hot  water  supply  and  partial  gas-fired  central  heating  on  the 
ground  floor" . 

During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were : - 
(a)  Commenced  only; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterpris 

Permanent  Brick  

150 

3 and  4 bedroom  terraced 

houses  and  2 -bedroom 

flats 

32 

(b)  Completed : - 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterpri 

Permanent  Brick  

31 

3 and  4 bedroom 

terraced  houses  and 

2 bedroom  flats 

32 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31. 12. 71 .was  as  follows 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but 
not  completed  at  31,12,71: - 


Site 

Number  of 

Type 

No . com- 

No  . cc 

Houses 

menced 

pletec 

Ashlyns  (Phase  2)  

150 

3 and  4 bedroom 
terraced  houses  and 

2 bedroom  flats 

150 

31 

(b)  Particulars  of  Other  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  Projected  since  1.1.71:-  Nil 


Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  houses,  at 
31st  December,  1971  
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1971 


Type  of  Premises 


No: 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Butchers  ... 

Cafes  etc . ...  . . . 

Canteens  ... 

Clubs ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Confectioners  - flour  ...  . . . 

Confectioners  - sugar  ...  . . . 

Fishmongers  - wet  ...  ...  . . . 

Fishfriers ...  ...  ...  ...  , . . 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Grocers  ...  ...  . . . 

Multiple  food  shops  ...  ...  . . . 

Nursing  homes  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Public  houses  ...  ...  ...  . . „ 

Public  houses  (serving  main  meals 
Registered  for  - 

(a)  sausage  making  ...  ...  . . „ 

(b)  ice-cream  manufacture 

(c)  ice-cream  (pre-packed)  ... 

School  kitchens ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Slaughterhouses ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Chinese  restaurants  ...  ...  . . . 


3 

12 

7 

5 

3 

6 

20 

1 

2 

7 

18 

7 

2 

18 

4 

3 

1 

41 

19 

1 

2 


All  comply  with  Regulations  16  and  19.  Regulation  16  requires  personal 
washing  facilities  to  be  provided;  Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for 
washing  food  and  equipment  to  be  provided . 


Milk  Distribution 


All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin-Tested, 
Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Ultra  Heat  Treated. 

There  are  eight  retail  distributors  who  sell  milk  which  is  bottled 
or  cartoned  outside  the  district . 


Ice  Cream 

Forty-one  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice-cream. 

There  is  one  registered  manufacturer.  One  sample  was  taken  and 
was  satisfactory. 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 


There  are  no  such  premises  within  the  district. 


45 


Slaughterhouses 


Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  private  slaughterhouse  which  complies 
with  the  construction  regulations.  Times  of  slaughter  dictate  inspection  out 
of  office  hours.  The  arrangements  with  Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  District  Council 
for  a relief  Meat  Inspector  were  continued  and  no  untoward  difficulty  was 
experienced . 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 
1971:- 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: - 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  

149 

- 

- 

457 

- 

Number  inspected  

149 

- 

- 

457 

- 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis  and  Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

* 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  

Percentage  of  the  number 

28 

- 

- 

8 

- 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  

19 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  

Percentage  of  the  number 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cvsticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ...  ... 

Carcases  submitted  to 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

treatment  by  refrigeration 
Generalised  and  totally 

— 

“ 

" 

' 

condemned  

— 
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Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council's 
refuse  tip.  The  following  were  dealt  with  after  voluntary  surrender 


Meat  and  Offal  from  slaughterhouse  89  lbs  . 

Other  meat  and  offal  518  lbs . 

Tinned  food  646  tins 

Frozen  food  15,921  pkts . 

Fish  28  lbs. 

Cheese  . 6 lbs  . 

Butter  190  lbs  . 


It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  frozen  foods  were  unfit  due  to 
refrigerator  failures. 


Prosecutions  and  Food  Complaints 

26  complaints  concerning  food  were  investigated.  Fifteen  warning 
letters  were  sent  to  the  retailers.  There  were  no  prosecutions. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total  cases 

notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Death 

Measles  

74 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  

1 

1 

- 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

1 

- 

- 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Group 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

Infectiou 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

4 

- 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

5 

- 

- 

- 

3-4  years  

11 

- 

- 

- 

4-5  years  

6 

1 

1 

- 

5-10  years  

42 

1 

- 

- 

10-15  years  

2 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25  years  

- 

- 

- 

1 

25  - 45  years  

■* 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

B 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

3 

- 

- 

Total  cases  notified: 

74 

2 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year ; - 


Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  1 st  January,  1971  

13 

19 

1 

3 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  . 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  other  than  by  notification 
( i .e . transfers-in  etc  . ) .......... 

1 

_ 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 

Register  during  the  year  .......... 

- 

2 

- 

1 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  . 

15 

18 

2 

2 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  year  ..... 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1-5  years  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years  , . . 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■■ 

- 

15  - 20  years  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25  years  . . , 

- 

-■ 

- 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years  . . . 

~ 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years  . . . 

1 

m 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years  . . . 

- 

1 

pj 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65  years  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

% 

65  and  upwards  . . 

- 

” 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Totals:  

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,230  acres  and  contains  the 
parishes  of  King's  Langley,  Chipperf ield , Flaunden,  Bovingdon,  Great  Gaddesden, 
Flamstead  and  Markyate . 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1971  15,260 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1971  5,192 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1971  £669,497 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1971/2  £6,154 

2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  . 109  92  201 

Illegitimate  2 5 7 

Total  Ill  97  208 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  13.6 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population;  ...  14.3 

Still  Births : 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  - 2 2 

Illegitimate  

Total  - 2 2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births  9.5 

Deaths : 

Males  68,  Females  82  150 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  9.8 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  9.8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age; 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  - 2 2 

Illegitimate  

Total  - 2 2 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (cont'd.) 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  9.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  10.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  9.6 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  9.6 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  19 .0 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 


Heart  and  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  4.13 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.16 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  0.92 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  0.00 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 

Respiratory  System)  ...  1.18 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1971  was  15,260 
as  compared  with  14,950  for  mid-1970.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population, 
i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  58  compared  with  100  for  the  previous 
year . 


Comparability  Factors 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as-  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  1.05  and  1.00  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differ  from 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates 
are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor  they  are  comparable 
with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate 
for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total 
of  208  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  44  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year . 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  14.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with 
17.7  for  the  previous  year  and  16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Still  Births 


Two  still  births  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still  birth  rate 
was  9.5  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  19.4  for  the  previous 
year  and  with  12.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  150,  a decrease  of 
2 compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9.8  per  1,000  of  the  .population  as  compared 
with  10.2  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
11.6  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were:- 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases 
and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  9.6  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
12.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Male  Female  Total 

Under  1 year  - 2 2 

1-4  years  - 1 1 

5-14  years  

15  - 24  years  - 1 1 

24  - 34  years  - 1 1 

35  - 44  years  1 3 4 

45  - 54  years  6 1 7 

55  - 64  years  15  6 21 

65  - 74  years  20  14  34 

75  years  and  over  26  53  79 

All  Causes  ...  68  82  150 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1971 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  ... 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

• • • 

- 

4 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

• o • 

• • • 

1 

3 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

2 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

• * • 

• • • 

- 

5 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

• • • 

• • • 

3 

- 

3 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

2 

6 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

o • o 

set 

- 

2 

2 

Hypertensive  Disease  

• • • 

• • • 

2 

2 

4 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

0 0 • 

• • 0 

009 

23 

19 

42 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

• 9 9 

• • • 

0 0 9 

1 

8 

9 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ... 

9 0 0 

5 

9 

14 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

• • • 

3 

3 

6 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  

• • • 

• • • 

9 0 0 

5 

4 

9 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

• • • 

• • • 

0 9 0 

5 

2 

7 

Asthma 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

9 0 9 

- 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  

2 

1 

3 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

3 

4 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

- 

1 

.1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

- 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

• • • 

0 0 9 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

• • • 

0 0 9 

- 

1 

1 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

• • • 

9 9 9 

1 

1 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

1 

1 

2 

All  Other  Accidents  

1 

2 

3 

ALL 

CAUSES : 

9 0 0 

68 

82 

150 

Infant  Mortality  in  1971 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


POLLUTION  OF  THE  ENVIRONMENT 

There  has  been  a change  in  recent  years  in  the  outlook  upon  environmental 
conditions,  and  it  is  obviously  impossible  to  treat  these  as  purely  parochial 
matters . 

The  obvious  pollution  of  road-side  verges  by  itinerants,  seen  in  most  areas 
of  the  northern  parishes,  has  no  solution  other  than  the  provision  of  camp  sites. 
Unfortunately  there  is  an  immediate  clash  of  interest  between  the  possible  camp 
occupants  and  the  owners  of  nearby  properties,  none  of  whom  relish  the  thought  of 
the  proximity  of  their  future  neightbours . The  problem  however  must  be  settled, 
for  it  is  generally  accepted  that  adequate  provision  must  be  made  for  itinerants 
even  though  the  general  attitude  of  the  population  is  "not  at  my  expense". 

The  pollution  of  the  countryside  by  indiscriminate  dumping  and  by  the 
abandonment  of  cars  is  a constant  problem  and  is  only  kept  in  hand  by  expensive 
removal . 

Another  source  of  pollution  disturbing  the  rural  peace  is  the  noise  of  jet 
planes  from  the  nearby  Luton  Airport.  It  is  usually  impossible  to  convince  the 
affected  residents  that  airplane  noise  is  something  which  is  here  to  stay  and 
must  be  accepted . 

The  general  lowering  of  the  water  table  not  only  affects  the  functioning  of 
private  water  supplies  (as  the  water  level  drops,  deeper  wells  and  bigger  pumps 
have  to  be  used),  but  also  affects  the  pollution  of  these  wells.  There  was  a 
time  when  a bad  sample  from  a deep  well  in  this  district  was  very  rare;  this  is 
not  so  now . 

Pollution  affects  two  rivers  in  the  district  . Because  of  town  demands  for 
drinking  water,  the  underground  water  resources  in  the  chalk  are  being  depleted 
faster  than  the  rain  can  replenish  them,  and  as  a result  the  River  Ver  has  ceased 
to  flow,  except  for  sewage  works  effluent  and  the  River  Gade  is  fast  disappearing, 
except  as  a surface  water  receptor. 

The  disposal  of  rural  sanitation  (cesspools  and  septic  tanks)  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  and  expensive.  Higher  standards  of  living,  and  the 
•consequent  heavier  use  of  water,  is  producing  an  increasing  flow  of  drainage  into 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks . 


WATER  SUPPLY 

33  premises  are  dependent  on  private  supplies,  three  less  than  the  previous 

year. 

Of  the  59  samples  taken  during  the  year,  57  were  from  private  supplies.  There 
were  15  unsatisfactory  samples  from  private  supplies . 

Water  samples  from  "Nancekuke",  Potten  End  Hill,  Water  End,  were  consistently 
unsatisfactory  and  arrangements  were  made  to  supply  water  from  the  mains. 

The  quality  of  underground  water  supplies,  particularly  from  the  area  of 
Noke  Mill,  is  deteriorating,  but  all  efforts  to  provide  a main  water  supply  have 
failed.  The  cost  per  house  would  be  very  high. 

Due  to  extraction  of  water  from  the  ground,  the  flow  of  the  River  Gade  has 
markedly  diminished  and  it  may  be  only  a few  years  before  the  river  ceases  to  flow 
through  the  town.  Representation  was  made  to  the  Water  Company  not  to  extract 
any  more  underground  water. 

— Py  — 


WATER  SUPPLY  (cont'd.) 


Rainfall 


The  rainfall  (measured  at  Markyate)  was  26.29  inches  as  against  27.40  inches 
last  year . 

Main  Water  Supplies 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied  from 
the  public  water  mains  are  show  in  the  following  table 


Pari sh 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 

Houses 

(b)  By 
Sta 

Means  of 
pdpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Bovingdon  

3,652 

1,191 

3,652 

- 

- 

Flamstead  

1,443 

469 

1,443 

- 

- 

Flaunden  

186 

62 

186 

- 

- 

Great  Gaddesden  

1,181 

392 

1,181 

- 

- 

King's  Langley  

4,969 

1,654 

4,969 

- 

- 

Chipperfield  

1,814 

594 

1,814 

- 

- 

Markyate  

2,786 

914 

2,786 

- 

- 

TOTALS : 

16,031 

5,276 

16,031 

Nil 

Nil 

All  figures  are  estimated 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


The  parishes  of  King's  Langley  and  Chipperfield  are  drained  to  the  West  Herts. 
Main  Drainage  Board's  sewer  in  King's  Langley  and  to  the  Board's  sewer  draining  the 
parish  of  Sarratt  in  the  area  of  the  Watford  Rural  District. 

Bovingdon  parish  is  drained  to  the  Council's  sewage  works  at  Shantock  Hall  Lane, 
Bovingdon,  the  effluent  being  chlorinated  before  being  discharged  into  the  chalk. 

Markyate  and  Flamstead  are  drained  to  the  Council's  sewage  works  in  the  valley 
of  the  River  Ver.  These  works  also  receive  drainage  from  Luton  Rural  District. 

The  effluent  after  treatment  is  chlorinated  and  discharged  into  the  River  Ver. 

The  drainage  of  the  parish  of  Great  Gaddesden  is  dealt  with  as  follows 

Potten  End,  into  the  sewer  of  Berkhamsted  Rural  District 
Council  and  discharged  into  Berkhamsted  Urban  District  Council's 
sewage  works ; 

Great  Gaddesden  village  into  a small  sewage  works  discharging 
into  the  River  Gade ; 

Jockey  End,  Gaddesden  Row,  into  a small  sewage  works  discharging 
into  land  drains . 

There  are  still  a considerable  number  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  in  the 
district,  possibly  as  many  as  700.  About  400  of  these  are  regularly  emptied  by 
the  Council . 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION  (cont'd.) 


Cesspool  Emptying 


Six  free  emptyings  in  each  year  are  carried  out  to  cesspools  serving  residential 
properties  in  non-sewered  areas.  Charges  are  made  for  farm  and  industrial  premises 
and  for  the  premises  which  can  be  reasonably  connected  to  the  sewer. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  one  cesspool  emptying  machine  of  1,400  gallons 
capacity.  A spare  machine  is  kept  for  stand-by.  This  is  used  by  the  Surveyor's 
department  for  emptying  sludge  tanks  at  sewage  works  and  in  connection  with  choked 
sewers . 

The  Council  provides  an  excellent  cesspool  emptying  service  and  it  is  rare  for 
urgent  requests  for  action  not  to  be  attended  to  within  twenty-four  hours.  The 
organisation  of  the  service  is  fairly  sophisticated,  but  the  margin  between  require- 
ments and  potential  is  narrow. 

Pail  Closets 

There  are  now  20  houses  dependent  upon  pail  closets,  but  the  day  of  this  method 
of  sanitation  is  drawing  to  a close.  All  the  houses  are  in  the  parish  of  Great 
Gaddesden.  6 were  condemned  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


Household  Refuse 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  throughout  the  district  with  the  exception  of  a 
dozen  isolated  properties  where  collections  are  made  by  a Land  Rover. 

Three  refuse  collection  vehicles  (with  one  in  reserve)  and  8 men  are  organised 
as  one  team.  Bonus  is  paid  on  the  basis  of  completed  weekly  collection.  The  bonus 
is  tied  to  the  number  of  properties  in  the  district  and  is  based  on  the  figure  of  700 
premises  per  man  per  week. 

There  are  still  several  problems  connected  with  collection  of  refuse  which 
remain  unsolved . There  is  a small  but  real  demand  for  large  refuse  containers 
holding  1 cubic  yard,  but  this  authority  is  not  large  enough  to  contemplate  this 
step . 


There  are  several  premises  which  require  twice-weekly  collection;  so  far, 
this  has  been  limited  to  the  centre  of  Kings  Langley,  but  there  is  a growing  demand, 
particularly  from  catering  premises,  for  this  service. 

The  whole  district  is  now  using  polythene  refuse  sacks  for  household  refuse 
storage.  This  system  has  had  great  advantages.  Not  only  is  the  storage  flexible 
and  sanitary,  but  collection  is  easy  and  quiet . The  work  is  not  so  fatiguing  for 
the  workmen,  it  is  easier  to  attract  labour  and  the  morale  is  higher.  The  bulk 
of  the  district  uses  bin  liners  in  dustbinsor  purpose-made  plastic  bins; 

Chipperfield  is  fitted  with  purpose-made  galvanized  holders.  All  new  properties 
are  being  supplied  with  plastic  bins. 
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Household  Refuse  (cont'd.) 


In  addition  to  refuse  that  can  be  put  into  sacks,  a considerable  amount  of 
waste  is  generated  by  households  of  a more  substantial  character,  e.g.  old  furniture, 
building  materials,  old  stoves,  refrigerators,  boards,  corrugated  iron,  paint  tins, 
etc.  The  Council  will  collect  all  such  household  material  free  of  charge;  the 
only  criterion  applied  being  the  refusal  to  lift  material  that  has  to  be  shovelled. 
This  service  is  well  organised  and  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  public. 

Trade  Refuse 


The  Council  make  no  special  charge  for  this  service,  but  charge  if  more  than 
one  visit  per  week  is  made. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Old  Cars 


A monthly  survey  is  carried  out  of  all  car  parks,  garage  areas  and  open  spaces 
owned  by  the  Council . Derelict  vehicles  are  labelled  and  if  not  removed  are  brought 
in  and  disposed  of.  Close  co-operation  with  the  Police  is  maintained  in  respect  of 
abandoned  vehicles.  Ratepayers  are  encouraged  to  bring  in  derelict  vehicles  to  the 
Depot  where  these  are  disposed  of  free  of  charge.  Disposal  is  carried  out  through 
the  trade  and  has  caused  no  difficulty. 

Litter 


There  are  litter  bins  throughout  the  district,  all  of  which  are  emptied  regularly 
Village  centres,  especially  in  the  summer,  are  becoming  more  and  more  untidy  due  to 
litter.  During  the  year  an  experimental  mechanically-operated  hand -propel led  machine 
was  purchased  and  a start  made  with  regular  pavement  sweeping.  At  the  same  time, 
a larger  fully  mechanised  sweeping  machine  was  ordered,  capable  of  sweeping  most  of 
the  pavements  in  the  district  and  also  gutters.  It  is  no  use  cleaning  pavements 
without  cleaning  gutters  at  the  same  time. 


PEST  CONTROL 

Regular  inspection  and  treatment  for  rat  and  mouse  infestation  was  made  on  a 
contract  basis  on  43  farms  and  business-properties.  The  total  revenue  from  these 
contracts  was  £532.  Outside  contract  work  there  were  118  complaints  requiring 
attention . 

Whilst  there  is  no  evidence  of  Warfarin  resistance  in  rats,  most  of  the  mice 
in  the  district  are  now  resistant  to  this  means  of  treatment  and  alternative  measures 
have  to  be  taken.  The  effect  of  this  resistance  means  that  house-holders  find  it 
very  difficult  to  deal  with  mice  on  their  own  other  than  by  trapping.  The  number 
of  complaints  arising  from  mice  is  expected  to  increase . 

Action  has  been  taken  to  deal  with  the  nuisance  of  feral  cats.  These  are 
trapped  and  properly  disposed  of  by  a veterinary  surgeon.  During  the  year,  20 
cats  were  destroyed.  Great  care  is  taken  to  destroy  only  homeless  stray  cats. 

In  common  with  many  other  districts  in  the  south-east  of  England,  there  was 
a large  demand  for  treatment  of  wasp  nests  during  the  summer. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  

58 

16 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  

8 

7 

- 

- 

TOTAL : 

67 

23 

- 

- 

2 . Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found : 


Number  of  cases 

which  defects  were 

in 

found 

•7\ 

Number  of 

Cases  in 
which  pros 
cutions 

were 

institutec 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H .M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
unsuitable  or  defective  

1 

1 

- 

i 

- 

3.  OUTWORKERS  Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections  (other  than  Food  Premises): 


Houses,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  . ...  125 

Infectious  diseases  (including  travellers  from  smallpox 

and  cholera  endemic  areas)  12 

Water  supply  37 

Drainage  28 

Caravan  Sites  12 

Public  Cleansing  •.  151 

Schools  18 

Miscellaneous  171 

Petroleum  18 

Gypsies  etc.  21 

Pet  shops  and  animal  boarding  establishments  ...  18 


Notices  Served  for  Defects  and  Nuisances: 

Most  of  the  enforcement  work  of  the  department  is  carried  out  in  an 
informal  manner,  and  written  requests  are  far  fewer  than  verbal  requirements. 
28  written  requests  were  made  during  the  year.  Statutory  notices  were  served 
as  follows :- 


Public  Health  Act  (Nuisances)  3 

Burning  of  industrial  waste  1 

Burst  water  services  2 

Public  Health  Act  1961  (Ruinous  and 

dilapidated  buildings)  3 


Pet  Shops  and  Animal  Boarding  Establishments 


All  these  premises  are  licensed  by  the  Council.  There  are  two  pet  shops, 
one  with  negligible  business,  but  the  other  is  one  of  the  largest  wholesale 
distributors  of  ornamental  fish  in  the  country.  There  were  no  difficulties. 

There  are  four  premises  licensed  for  the  boarding  of  dogs  and  one  for  cats . 
Two  of  the  licensed  dog  boarding  establishments  went  out  of  business  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  standards  laid  down  by  a Joint  Committee  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Association  and  the  Veterinary  Association  are  enforced  and  this  has 
led  to  a considerable  improvement  in  the  standards  of  establishments . 

Petroleum  Regulations 

There  are  now  39  licensed  premises. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district . There  is  now  only  one 
transport  cafe  with  sleeping  accommodation  compared  with  three  in  the  previous 
year . 
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Boarding  Schools  and  Homes 


There  are  two  privately  run  boarding  schools  and  two  homes  for  aged  persons. 
One  of  the  aged  persons  homes  is  run  by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  and  the 
other  by  a private  organisation.  Inspections  have  been  made  of  these 
establishments . 

Schools 

There  are  11  County  Council  schools  and  3 private  schools  in  the  district. 
All  the  canteens  are  regularly  inspected. 


HOUSING 


Unfit  Houses: 

The  following  14  premises  were  dealt  with;- 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made: 

132  High  Street,  Markyate . 

11  Albert  Street,  Markyate. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5 and  6 Chequers  Cottages,  Gaddesden  Row. 

10  High  Street,  Kings  Langley. 

130  and  132  Trowley  Hill  Road,  Flamstead . 

121A  Trowley  Hill  Road,  Flamstead. 

(b)  Undertaking  accepted: 

95  High  Street,  Markyate. 

(c)  Demolished  under  provisions  of  Public  Health  Act,  1961: 

White  Hill  Wood  Bungalow. 

Qualification  Certificates 

Four  applications  for  certificates  were  made,  and  one  certificate  granted 
for  an  application  made  in  the  previous  year. 
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During  the  year  the  following  houses  were : - 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

21 

3-bedroom  houses 

16 

(b)  Completed ; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

47 

3-bedroom  houses 

1-bedroom  flats 

(31) 

(16) 

23 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31. 12. 71. was  as  follows :- 
(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1971:- 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Kings  Langley,  Rucklers  Lane  

14 

3 -bedroom  houses 

Markyate,  Pickford  Road  

23 

3-bedroom  houses  (7) 

1-bedroom  flats  (16) 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but 

not  completed  at  31.12.71; - 


Site 

Number  of 

Type 

No  . com- 

No . com- 

Houses 

menced 

pleted 

Bovingdon,  Vicarage  Road... 

21 

3-bedroom  houses 

21 

10 

( c )  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 

which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.71: - 


Site 

Proposed 
Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Kings  Langley  

30 

1-person  flats  (24),  2-person  flats  (4), 

4-person  flats  (1),  4-person  bungalow  (1) 

Great  Gaddesden,  West  Dean  .... 

12 

3-bedroom  houses  (8),  1-bedroom  flats  (4) 

Flamstead,  Vicarage  Meadow  .... 

13 

3-bedroom  houses  (9),  1-bedroom  flats  (4) 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  1971 
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Residential  Caravan  Sites: 


There  are  three  sites 

Esdell  Caravan  Park,  Flaunden  ... 
Highcroft  Farm,  Bovingdon 
Scatterdells  Lane,  Chipperfield 


No.  of  Caravans 
24 
12 
12 


The  site  at  Chipperfield  is  being  reorganised  by  the  substitution  of  bigger 
units  for  the  smaller  caravans  previously  stationed  on  the  site. 

All  the  caravans  on  the  three  sites  are  drained  to  the  sewer.  No 
difficulties  have  been  experienced. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Number  of  Food  Premises: 


Private  schools  serving  meals  3 

Council  and  Church  schools  serving  meals  12 

Hotels , etc . * 2 

Public  houses  with  restaurants  4 

Other  Public  houses  • , 28 

Transport  cafes  ’ 3 

Butchers  ...  9 

Bakehouses  4 

Fish  shops  3 

Industrial  canteens  2 

Other  shops  selling  food  , ...  42 

Farm  shops  2 

Club  premises,  halls,  etc.  8 

Residential  homes  . ...  2 

Cafes,  including  unlicensed  restaurants  ...  3 


Number  of  Inspections  in  1971  (excluding  slaughterhouse  visits): 


Bovingdon  and  Flaunden  ...  ...  45 

Chipperfield  22 

Great  Gaddesden  18 

Kings  Langley  59 

Markyate  , 28 

Flamstead  .' 15 


Total  Inspections:  ...  • 187 


Food  Hygiene: 

The  general  standard  of  food  hygiene  is  reasonably  good,  though  two  hotels 
had  to  be  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  because  of  obvious  failings,  since 
corrected . The  practice  of  selling  food  snacks  in  public  houses  is  increasing 
and  attention  has  to  be  given  to  see  that  the  premises  and  methods  of  handling 
food  are  kept  up  to  standard.  On  the  whole  the  co-operation  of  tenants  is 
satisfactory . 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1960: 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  (wash  hand  basin)  ...  127 

No.  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  (facilities  for  washing 

food  and  equipment)  • ...  106 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19 106 

Complaints  of  Unsound  Food: 

7 complaints  of  purchases  of  unsound  food  were  received  and  each  complaint 
carefully  investigated . In  each  case  the  evidence  to  support  a successful 
prosecution  was  not  available  and  a warning  was  thought  sufficient . There  seems 
to  be  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  stale  food  sold,  but  this  offence  is  often  not 
an  easy  one  to  deal  with  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act . 
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Complaints  of  Unsound  Food  - cont'd. 


Complaints  were  received  from  two  sources  of  courgettes  grown  in 
Bedfordshire  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  by  reason  of  an  acrid 
metallic  flavour.  Investigation  revealed  that  in  certain  strains  of  this 
vegetable  this  flavour  appears  from  natural  causes. 


Unsound  Food  Surrendered: 

Excluding  meat  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  the  slaughterhouse, 
the  following  were  surrendered  and  destroyed : - 

55  lbs.  J Top  Side  (Irish  beef) 

7 lbs  . Argentine  rump 

27  lbs  . - ditto  - 

17^  lbs  . Argentine  chuck  steak 
112  lbs.  Argentine  boneless  meat 

50  lbs.  Argentine  chilled  Ox  rump 

One  miscellaneous  collection  of  hotel  food  affected  by  mice. 

Once  miscellaneous  collection  of  deep  frozen  food  spoilt  by 
faulty  refrigeration. 

One  large  can  Kenyan  corned  beef 
One  Yugoslavian  rib  and  pony 
42  lbs . boneless  ox  pony 

14  lbs.  pork  meat  (bruising) 

One  miscellaneous  collection  of  food  from  a factory  canteen. 


Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection 


As  reported  last  year,  the  days  for  slaughter  at  the  one  slaughterhouse 
in  the  district  were,  by  agreement,  limited  to  three  days  a week.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  a fresh  application  was  received  for  slaughtering  days 
to  be  extended  to  five  a week.  Because  of  the  shortage  of  qualified  staff  in 
my  department,  this  extension,  if  granted,  will  cause  considerable  difficulty. 
The  help  of  the  neighbouring  local  authorities  may  have  to  be  sought . 

The  throughput  of  the  slaughterhouse  has  increased  in  each  of  the  last 
eight  years  and  the  comparative  figures  for  each  of  the  past  two  years  are 
shown  be low: - 


1970 

1971 

Cattle,  excluding  cows  ... 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

281 

297 

Cows  . ... 

2 

18 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ... 

247 

115 

Sheep  and  lambs  

704 

781 

Pigs  

4,646 

5,682 

These  figures  surely  emphasize  the  inspection  difficulties  which  will 
arise  if  and  when  a further  extension  of  slaughtering  is  allowed. 
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Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection  - cont ' d . 


The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other  disease 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district 
during  1971:- 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  in  Whole  or  in  Part : - 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ... 

297 

18 

115 

781 

5,682 

— 

Number  inspected  

297 

18 

115 

781 

5,682 

- 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis  and  Cysticerci; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

100 

5 

, 

3 

92 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

33.67 

27.78 

- 

0.38 

1 .62 

- 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

_ 

_ 

__ 

96 

_ 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  by  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1.69 

- 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act: 

One  premises  was  registered  under  the  Act . There  are  no  large  poultry  processing 
establishments  in  the  district,  but  of  course  many  farms  and  most  butchers  kill  poultr} 
at  times. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  

5 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning  . 

1 

- 

- 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

1 

1 

— 

Analysis  of  Notified 

Cases  Under  Ag 

e Groups 

Food 

Infectious 

Age  Groups 

Measles 

Poisoning 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1-2  years  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

1 

- 

- 

3-4  years 

2 

- 

- 

4-5  years  

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

2 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  ...  . ... 

- • 

- 

1 

15  - 25  years  ... 

- 

1 

- 

25  - 45  years  

- 

- 

- 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

Total  cases  notified:  

5 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year;- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 

1st  January , 1971  

23 

11 

4 

7 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  

_ 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register 
other  than  by  notification  (i.e. 
transfers  in,  etc.)  

2 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the 
Register  during  the  year  

1 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 

Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  

23 

13 

4 

7 
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Age  (Years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Female 

0-1  years  ....... 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1-5  years  ....... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 - 10  years  ...... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  ...... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 20  years  ...... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25  years  ...... 

■■■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years  ...... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 4.5  years  ...... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years  ...... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65  years  ...... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  ..... 

“ 

“ 

TOTALS : ............ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1 . General  Statistics 


Area  ...  4,407  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  mid-1971  9,310 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1971  ; 3,095 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1971  £378,230 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1971/72  £3,626 


2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  96  86  182 

Illegitimate  3 4 7 

Total  ...  99  90  189 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population;  20.3 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population;  19.9 


Still  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  

Illegitimate  - 1 1 

Total  ...  - 1 1 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  5.3 

Deaths : 

Males  36,  Females  31  67 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  7.2 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  8.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ' Nil 


Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age; 

Male  Female  Toial 


Legitimate  3 2 5 

Illegitimate  

Total  ...  3 2 5 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (cont'd.) 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  year  of  Age; 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  26.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  27.5 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  10.6 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  10.6 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  15.8 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from: 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  2.36 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1.18 

Cancer  1 .07 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  1 .07 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1971  was  9,310 
as  compared  with  8,820  at  mid-1970.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population 
last  year,  i .e . the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  122. 

Comparability  Factors 


The  comparability  factors  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  births  and 
deaths  are  0.98  and  1.18  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death 
rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor  they  are  com- 
parable with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding 
adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 


Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total  of 
189  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  two 
as  compared  with  1970. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  19.9  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  as 
compared  with  20.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 


One  still-birth  was  registered  during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was 
5.3  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  as  compared  with  Nil  in  the  previous  year 
and  with  12 .0  for  England  and  Wales . 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  67  an  increase  of  three  on 
the  total  for  the  year  1970. 
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Deaths  (cont'd.) 


The  adjusted  death  rate  was  8.5  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with 
8.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were: - 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System, 
Cancer  and  Respiratory  Diseases  . 


Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  26.5  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
10.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Infant  Mortality  in  1971 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Prematurity  ................ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Bronchiolitis  .............. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Congenital  Malformations  . . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Sudden  Death  in  Infancy 

Syndrome  ............ 

— 

“ 

“ 

1 

” 

1 

Totals : ...... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

5 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1971 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

2 

2 

4 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

9 

6 

15 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

- 

2 

2 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

4 

7 

11 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

• ♦ * 

2 

2 

4 

Influenza  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia  ...  . . ... 

2 

- 

2 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  

1 

- 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

1 

- 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

- 

2 

Congenital  Anomalies  ...  ...  ... 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 

Symptoms  and  I 11 -Defined  Conditions 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

1 

1 

2 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

• • • 

3 

3 

ALL  CAUSES: 

36 

31 
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Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year  ... 

3 

2 

5 

1-4  years  ...  ...  

- 

- 

- 

5 - 14  years 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 24  years  ... 

2 

1 

3 

25  - 34  years 

2 

- 

2 

35  - 44  years 

- 

1 

1 

45  - 54  years  

1 

- 

1 

55  - 64  years  

4 

4 

8 

65  - 74  years 

9 

5 

14 

75  years  and  over  ...  ...  

15 

18 

33 

ALL  CAUSES: 

36 

31 

67 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Water  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board 
and  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year.  The  water  for  the 
area  is  derived  from  wells  and  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at  New  Ground, 

Dancers  End  and  Hawridge . 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  112  samples  of  raw  water  and  131 
samples  of  treated  water,  including  samples  from  consumers'  taps.  All  the  samples  of 
raw  water  were  satisfactory.  One  sample  from  a consumer's  tap  contained  2 non-faecal 
type  coliform  organisms  per  100  ml.,  but  a resample  was  satisfactory.  Four  samples 
from  consumers'  taps  where  there  are  lead  service  pipes  and  where  the  supply  is  chalk 
water,  were  examined  for  lead.  The  samples  were  first-draw,  after  the  water  had 
been  standing  for  8 hours  in  the  pipes,  and  all  had  lead  contents  of  less  than  0.1  mg. 
per  litre  (upper  limit  is  0.3mg.  per  litre).  Chemical  analyses  were  satisfactory. 

The  average  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supply  was  0.09. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and 
the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains : - 


(a)  Supply  direct 

(b)  Supply  by  means 

Population 

to  houses 

of  standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

9,122 

3,095 

9,122 

- 

- 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  are  no  swimming  baths  within  the  Urban  District,  the  nearest  being  at 
Ringshall,  Berkhamsted,  Aylesbury  and  Amersham.  There  is  one  school  swimming  pool 
at  the  Church  of  England  Bishop  Wood  Junior  School,  High  Street. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 


The  laying  of  the  new  valley  sewer  commenced  in  September  and  was  still  in 
progress  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  sewer  extends  from  the  disposal  works  to 
the  "The  Hollies"  in  Brook  Street  where  it  will  connect  with  that  length  of  the 
sewer  laid  a few  years  ago  in  the  valley  up-stream  of  "The  Hollies"  as  far  as 
Miswell  Lane.  The  sewer  will  have  sufficient  capacity  for  the  anticipated  future 
development  in  the  town  up  to  the  turn  of  the  century . 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  were  well  advanced 
with  the  preparation  of  a detailed  scheme  for  extensions  to  the  sewage  disposal 
works,  so  as  to  ensure  final  effluent  complying  with  the  Royal  Commission  standard. 

The  arrangements  made  with  a neighbouring  Local  Authority  for  emptying 
septic  tanks,  at  the  owners  expense,  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A seven  day  cycle  of  refuse  collection  was  generally  maintained  in  the  district 
although  the  refuse  had  to  be  transported  to  a private  tip  at  Radlett,  20  miles  away. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  good  prospects  of  being  able  to  use  a 
new  refuse  tip  at  Ivinghoe  Aston  in  conjunction  with  Wing  R.D.C.;  this  tip  being 
situated  only  about  six  miles  from  Tring. 

During  the  year  the  sack  method  of  refuse  collection  was  extended  to  the  new 
Council  houses  and  bungalows  which  were  completed  at  Faversham  Close. 

The  facility  provided  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  New  Mill,  for  the  reception 
of  refuse  from  householders,  in  accordance  with  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967, 
continues  to  be  used  extensively.  A 19  cu . yd.  covered  container  is  provided  and 
this  is  collected  and  replaced  twice  weekly.  In  addition  a 12  cu . yd.  covered 
container  is  provided  every  Friday  for  the  reception  of  refuse  at  the  open-air 
market  in  the  High  Street  Car  Park. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors): 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 

Authorities  

4 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  

33 

35 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworker's  premises)  

5 

10 

- 

- 

Total  

42 

49 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 

3.  OUTWORKERS:  2 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 


General 


Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  110 

Housing  Acts  143 

Improvement  Grants,  purchases,  land  charge  enquiries  327 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  3 

Overcrowding  

Council  house  removals  17 

Problem  families  and  old  people  156 

Water  Supplies  

Keeping  of  animals  4 

Drainage  51 

Refuse  Disposal  31 

Refuse  collection  26 

Moveable  dwellings  18 


/cont ' d . . . . 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  (cont'd.) 

General 

Factories,  workplaces  and  outworkers'  premises  34 

Building  sites  29 

Office,  shops  and  railway  premises  - general  inspections  . ...  50 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  52 

Petroleum  Acts  18 

Pests  Act  - rats  and  mice  32 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  4 

Smoke  observation  and  boiler-house  visits  3 

Fairgrounds  1 

Food  Premises 

Dairies  6 

Slaughterhouses  46 

Butchers ' shops  12 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  6 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  10 

Bakehouses  3 

Licensed  premises  8 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  14 

Schools,  factories,  building  sites  and  mobile  canteens  8 

Public  Market  and  foodstalls  44 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  5 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  31 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

One  application  for  a licence  to  keep  a boarding  establishment  for  cats 
and  dogs  was  approved . 

PEST  CONTROL 

During  the  year  a total  of  49  rat  and  mice  infestations  were  investigated 
and  treatment  carried  out . 

The  Council  provide  a free  service  for  the  treatment  of  wasps,  nests,  and 
a total  of  26  nests  were  suitably  dealt  with. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District. 
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HOUSING 


nfit  Houses 


Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  resulted  in  one  Closing  Order,  and  one 
emolition  Order  being  made,  and  undertakings  not  to  re-let  being  accepted  from 
he  owners  of  3 houses . 

mprovement  Grants 

Under  the  provision  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  the  following  improvement 
rants  were  approved : - 


No.  of  Properties  Total  Amount  Approved 


Discretionary  Grants  24  £13,420.85 

Standard  Grants  8 £ 1,623.75 

ualification  Certificates 

Applications  for  qualification  certificates  were  received  in  respect  of  12 
roperties . Qualification  certificates  were  issued  in  11  instances,  4 of  these 
eing  after  works  of  repair  had  been  carried  out  by  the  owner  following  objections 
rom  the  tenant . 

During  the  year,  the  following  number  of  houses  were : - 
a)  Commenced  only: - 


By 

Local  Authority 

By  Private 

Numbe  r 

Type 

Enterprise 

ermanent  brick 

... 

Nil 

- 

44 

b)  Completed ; - 


By  Local  Authority 

By  Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

ermanent  industrialised, 

clad  with  brick  

20 

3-bedroomed,  five 

56 

ermanent  brick  

14 

person  houses 

1 -bed roomed,  two 
person  bungalows 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.71.  was  as  follows 
a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1971:-  Nil 
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HOUSING  (cont'd.) 


(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not 
completed  at  31.12.71;- 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

No . com- 
menced 

No  . com 
pleted 

Back  Barn  Allotments 

(Faversham  Close)  

44 

3-bedroom  houses  (20): 
2-bedroom  O.P. 
bungalows  (24): 

44 

34 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i „e . schemes  about  which 

arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.71:- 


Site 

Proposed  Number 

Type 

of  Houses 

Gamnel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

4 flats  and  1 family  house 

Shugar's  Green  ...  ...  ... 

25 

(1-bedroom  O.P.  bungalows  (14) 
(3-bedroom  houses  (11) 

Town  Centre  (Pond  Close)  ... 

25 

Flatlets  for  old  persons  with 
warden  accommodation 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1971  225 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1 . Food  Premises 

All  food  premises  were  regularly  inspected  and  informal  action  was  taken  in 
respect  of  seven  premises  where  defects  were  found  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
This  resulted  in  a number  of  improvements  being  carried  out . 

One  of  the  main  problems  with  the  retail  food  trade,  is  securing  efficient  stock 
rotation.  To  ensure  that  the  recommended  shelf  life  was  not  exceeded,  retailers  were 
encouraged  to  introduce  their  own  system  of  date  coding  for  highly  perishable  food 
products  and  to  familiarise  themselves  with  the  manufacturers  date  coding  of  food 
products  . 

2 . Food  Complaints 

10  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public . Two  of  these  concerned 
dirty  milk  bottles,  6 mouldy  or  unfit  food  and  2 foreign  matter  in  food. 

All  the  complaints  were  fully  investigated.  Where  they  related  to  mouldy  or 
unfit  food,  advice  was  given  to  the  retailer  concerned  to  try  and  prevent  a recurrence. 
Warning  letters  were  also  sent . 

In  respect  of  the  other  complaints  received  the  fault  lay  with  a manufacturer, 
or  supplier,  outside  the  district.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  firms  concerned 
and  satisfactory  assurances  were  obtained  in  all  instances  that  additional  measures 
would  be  taken  to  safeguard  the  food  stuffs.  No  retailer  or  firm  was  the  subject  of 
more  than  one  complaint . 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  (cont'd.) 


3.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District : - 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


Type  of  Food  Premises 

No . of 

Premises 

No.  of  Prem- 
ises fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg.  16 

No  . of  Prem- 
ises to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No  . of  Prem- 
ises fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg.  19 

Wet  Fish  shops  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fried  Fish  shops  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers ' shops  

5 

5 

5 

5 

Greengrocers  

6 

6 

4 

4 

Grocers  and  mixed  trade 
including  sugar  confect- 

ionery  

25 

25 

8 

8 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ........... 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Canteens  ........................ 

10 

9 

10 

10 

Clubs  

4 

3 

3 

3 

Dairies  

2 

- 

- 

- 

Licensed  Premises : 

Public  Houses  

8 

8 

8 

8 

Serving  main  meals  ............ 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Off  Licences  

4 

4 

” 

Totals  .......... 

76 

72 

50 

50 

4 . Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act : 


Ice-cream  premises  19 

Preserved  food  premises  ....  9 

5.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  ......  29 

6.  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  at  one  premise  only,  and  the  registration  is 
limited  to  the  use  of  pre-packed  liquid  mix. 

7 . There  are  no  egg  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district  . 

8.  There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district. 

9.  Milk  sampling  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Health  Department  who  notify  the  District  Council  of  any  positive  samples  found. 

The  farms  concerned  are  visited  by  the  public  health  inspector  to  ensure  that  no 
raw  milk  is  consumed. 

10.  Unfit  food  surrendered  at  food  premises  (other  than  the  slaughterhouse)  is  disposed 

of  by  burial  at  the  sewage  disposal  works . 28  lbs . of  decomposing  bacon  was  dealt 

with  in  this  way. 

Meat  Inspections 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  at  which  all  animals  killed  are  inspected  by 
veterinary  surgeons  in  private  practice.  Meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse 
is  sterilised  and  processed  at  a dog  food  factory  situated  in  a neighbouring  district  . 


/continued 
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The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other  disease 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 


1971:- 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  parti- 


Cattle 

excludi- 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  

4,074 

52 

1,309 

5,311 

- 

_ 

Number  inspected  

4,074 

52 

1,309 

5,311 

- 

- 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis  and  Cysticerci; 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  

1,144 

_ 

_ 

88 

_ 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  

28.1 

/ 

1.6 

Tuberculosis  Only; 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 



_ 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ........ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  ...  ...  ... 

• O 0 

O o 0 

0 o o 

16 

- 

- 

Dysentery  ...  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

2 

- 

- 

Tetanus  ...  ...  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

1 

- ■ 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Tetanus 

Under  1 year  ...................... 

1 

_ 

_ 

.1-2  years  ....................... 

6 

- 

- 

2-3  years  ....................... 

- 

- 

- 

3-4  years  ....................... 

2 

- 

- 

4-5  years  ....................... 

3 

- 

- 

5 - 1.0  years  

4 

1 

- 

10  - 15  years  ...................... 

- 

1 

1 

15  - 25  years  ...................... 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 45  years  ...................... 

- 

- 

- 

45  ~ 65  years  ...................... 

- ■ 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  .................. 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  ........................ 

Total  cases  notified  .............. 

16 

2 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year : - 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Register 

at  1st  January,  1971  

9 

2 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  notified  for 

the  first  time  during  the  year  

1 

- 

1 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.  Transfers -in  etc.)  

__ 

_ 

. 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 

the  Register  

1 

- 

- 

- 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining 

on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 

the  year  

9 

2 

3 

1 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  . . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  years  . . . . 

- 

• 

- 

- 

§j| 

- 

- 

- 

5 -10  years  . . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  -15  years  . . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- . 

- 

- 

- 

.15  -20  years  . . . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  -25  years  . . » . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  -35  years  . . . . 

- 

■** 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  -45  years  . . . . 

- 

- 

1 

■* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  -55  years  . . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  -65  years  . . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  . . 

— 

" 

TOTALS : ...... 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1 . General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of  Northchurch, 
Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten  End)  and  Little  Gaddesden, 
which  comprises  an  area  of  17,572  acres. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1971  6,560 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  at 

31st  December,  1971  2,189 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1971  £299,000 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £2,819 

2 . Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births : 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  39  42  81 

Illegitimate  - 4 4 


Total  ...  39  46  85 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population;  13.0 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population;  14.0 

Still  Births:  Nil 


Deaths : 

Males  34,  Females  34  68 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  10.4 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age; 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 2 3 

Illegitimate  

Total  ...  1 2 3 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  35.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  37.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  35.3 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  35.3 

Peri -natal  Mortality  Rate  35.3 


85 


2,  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (cont'd.) 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

5 .03 
2 .44 
0.76 

1.07 

0.00 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  . . . 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System) 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases  (excluding 
T.B.  but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.) 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1971  was  6,560, 
30  less  than  at  mid-1970.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population  last  year, 
i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  17. 

Comparability  Factors 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  1.08  and  0.98  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole . When  local  crude  birth  and  death 
rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factors  they  are 
comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding 
adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  after 
allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  85,  an  increase  of  10  on  the 

previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  14.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  12.3  for  the  previous  year,  and  with  16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 


No  still-births  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was 
Nil  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  13.2  in  the  previous  year 
and  12 .0  for  England  and  Wales . 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  68,  (males  34,  females  34), 
an  increase  of  eleven  . 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  8.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were; 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases  and 
Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (cont'd.) 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  35.5  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
Nil  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1-4  years 
5-14  years 
15-24  years 
25  - 34  years 
35  - 44  years 
45  - 54  years 
55  - 64  years 
65  - 74  years 
75  years  and  over 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

1 

- 

1 

5 

1 

6 

6 

2 

8 

7 

6 

13 

14 

23 

37 

ALL  CAUSES: 


34  34  68 


Causes  of  Death  in  1971 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity,  etc.  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

1 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  

1 

- 

1 

Leukaemia  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

4 

- 

4 

Mental  Disorders  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  

- 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease  

- 

2 

2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

11 

12 

23 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

3 

1 

4 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

1 

4 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  

1 

3 

4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

3 

- 

3 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  

1 

- 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies  

- 

1 

1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc.  ... 

1 

1 

2 

ALL  CAUSES: 

34 

34 

68 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1971 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  parishes  of  Aldbury,  Tring  Rural  and  Wigginton  are  supplied  by  the 
Bucks  . Water  Board  . 

The  parishes  of  Little  Gaddesden,  Potten  End  (including  the  hamlet  of 
St.  Margarets)  and  Northchurch  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

It  is  understood  that  the  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supplied  by  the 
Bucks.  Water  Board  is  less  than  0.1  parts  per  million  and  that  the  water  supplied 
by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has  a fluoride  content  of 
not  more  than  0.2  parts  per  million. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table 


Parish 

Population 
( approx . ) 

(a)  Supply  direct 
to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Aldbury  

1,054 

320 

1,054 

— 

- 

Little  Gaddesden  

Nettleden  with 

1,212 

377 

1,212 

Potten  End  

1,229 

411 

1,229 

- 

- 

Northchurch  

1,172 

365 

1,172 

- 

- 

Tring  Rural  

1,024 

309 

1,024 

- 

- 

Wigginton  

1,187 

379 

1,187 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  (cont'd.) 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  privately-owned  swimming  bath  at  Deer  Leap,  Ringshall,  is  open  to  the  public 
and  is  used  by  a number  of  schools  within  the  District  and  surrounding  area.  The 
bath  is  supplied  by  mains  water,  and  is  equipped  with  a heating  unit,  chlorination 
plant  and  continuous  sand  pressure  filtration. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Drainage  and  Sewerage 


Aldbury,  Northchurch  and  Wigginton: 

In  September  1969,  the  then  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  agreed  the 
proposed  scheme,  but  deferred  approval  for  economic  reasons.  In  December  of  that 
year  following  a meeting  with  a deputation  from  the  Berkhamsted  Rural  District 
Council,  the  Minister  suggested  the  Council  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  the 
scheme  and  approach  the  Ministry  again  shortly  before  completion  of  tender  documents. 
The  Council  accepted  that  suggestion  and  have  continued  with  the  preparation  of  the 
scheme  including  such  action  as  has  been  necessary  in  connection  with  the  acquisition 
of  proposed  pumping  station  sites. 

Little  Gaddesden: 

Drainage  at  Little  Gaddesden  is  by  way  of  individual  cesspools  and  septic 
tanks . One  Council  Estate  of  30  houses  has  its  own  small  sewage  disposal 
system.  The  other  small  estates  owned  by  the  Council  are  provided  only  with 
cesspool  drainage. 

As  long  ago  as  1965  the  Council  authorised  their  engineers  to  carry  out 
investigations  to  allow  the  Council  to  give  consideration  to  a comprehensive 
sewerage  scheme  for  the  village,  and  in  1967  the  Council  agreed  in  principle 
to  the  comprehensive  scheme  suggested  by  the  engineers  and  which  provided  for 
connection  to  a neighbouring  authority's  disposal  works. 

The  disposal  of  sewerage  from  Little  Gaddesden  to  the  sewage  works  in 
question  would  necessitate  the  carrying  out  of  certain  works  to  the  sewage 
disposal  works  to  accommodate  the  additional  flow,  and  this  problem  has 
resulted  in  little  progress  being  made  during  the  current  year.  However,  it 
is  hoped  that  the  coming  year  will  see  an  acceleration  of  progress  especially 
in  connection  with  the  detailed  design  work. 

Nett leden  with  Potten  End: 


The  village  of  Potten  End  was  sewered  in  1963.  The  village  of  Nettleden 
has  not  been  sewered,  but  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  a sewer  for  this  village 
forms  part  of  an  overall  scheme  which  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  are 
investigating  in  connection  with  Little  Gaddesden. 

Tring  Rural : 

The  construction  of  the  sewerage  scheme  to  serve  the  Tring  Rural  area  was 
completed  during  1970.  The  scheme  provides  main  drainage  to  the  villages  of 
Long  Marston  and  Wilstone  which  villages  form  the  major  part  of  the  Tring  Rural 
parish.  A pumping  station  in  each  village  is  provided  and  the  sewage  is  pumped 
to  the  Tring  Urban  District  Council's  disposal  works. 


89 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Cesspool  Emptying 

Three  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  are  in  operation  and  a fourth  vehicle  is 
on  order.  The  Council  Surveyor  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this 
service.  The  service  is  almost  continually  being  stretched  to  the  limit,  and 
at  times  the  backlog  of  work  has  been  heavy,  especially  in  the  winter  period. 

It  is  expected  that  the  addition  of  a fourth  vehicle  will  allow  requests  for 
emptying  to  be  dealt  with  with  greater  expediency,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that 
even  with  four  vehicles  the  wet  season  will  place  a strain  upon  the  service.  As 
has  previously  been  remarked  the  inevitable  increase  in  water  consumption  which 
accompanies  the  continuing  improvement  of  living  standards  within  the  area  must, 
and  does,  result  in  an  increasing  volume  of  work  with  which  this  particular 
service  has  to  deal . 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  two  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  motors  of 
18  cu . yd.  and  25  cu . yd.  capacity,  each  operated  by  a two-man  crew.  Disposal 
is  effected  by  controlled  tipping,  using  a tracked  angle-dozer.  The  dozer 
operations  are  carried  out  on  a contract  basis  . A small  staffroom  is  provided 
at  the  refuse  tip  for  use  by  refuse  collection  and  disposal  personnel . 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors); 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Section  1,2, 3, 4 and  6 are  to, 
be  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  . . 

11 

4 

_ 

- 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers' 
premises)  

Total  

12 

5 

- 

- 

2 . Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 


2 . Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 

3.  OUTWORKERS:  Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

General : 

Public  Health  - Nuisances  32 

Animals  Boarding  Establishment  Act  3 

Housing  - Qualification  Certificate  Inspections  29 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  16 

Housing  Acts  10 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  9 

Drainage 25 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  9 

Factories  and  workplaces  5 

General  Inspections  4 

Swimming  Pool 2 

Petroleum  Acts  16 

Pests  Act  - Rats  and  Mice  16 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  3 

Other  Visits  10 

Agricultural  premises  7 

Food  Premises: 

Butchers  shops  ' . . . 6 

Mobile  food  shops  2 

Grocers,  etc.  17 

Food  inspection  visits  2 

Slaughterhouses  (fowls,  turkeys  only)  1 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  1 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 
31.12.70.  1971  1971  31.12.71. 


Formal  

Informal  18  24  24  18 

Total  18  24  24  18 
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HOUSING 


The  purchase  of  sites  and  development  of  existing  sites  for  Council  housing 
are  proceeding  as  follows :- 

Wilstone : 


Construction  of  8 three-bedroomed  houses  and  4 one -bed roomed  flats  was 
completed  in  1970,  and  represented  the  first  phase  of  the  development  of  the  site 
now  named  Grange  Road.  The  second  and  final  phase  which  consists  of  29  three- 
bedroomed  units  was  commenced  at  the  end  of  1971 . Roadworks  to  the  whole  of  the 
scheme  were  completed  before  any  building  commenced . 

Wigginton : 

Building  work  was  commenced  early  in  1971  to  provide  34  three-bedroomed 
houses  and  8 one-bedroomed  flats  at  Common  Field.  The  scheme  should  be  completed 
by  late  1972 . 

Aldbury : 

Stoneycroft  - 1971  saw  the  completion  of  the  erection  of  8 three-bedroomed 
houses  and  8 one-bedroomed  flats,  together  with  14  garages.  The  site  was  completed 
with  the  exception  of  the  connection  of  street  lamps  and  landscaping. 

Long  Marston: 

0.S.215  Tring  Road  - Plans  were  completed,  Ministerial  approval  obtained  and 
a contract  awarded  for  the  erection  of  2 three-bedroomed  houses  on  this  site.  Works 
are  expected  to  commence  early  in  1972 . 

Potten  End : 


Land  at  the  rear  of  Village  Hall  - Site  works  were  commenced  in  connection 
with  the  construction  of  6 one-bedroomed  bungalows  and  4 two-bedroomed  bungalows  on 
this  site  . 

Northchurch 


Alma  Road  - Plans  are  well  advanced  and  Ministerial  permission  will  shortly  be 
sought  for  the  erection  of  6 one-bedroomed  flats  and  4 one-bedroomed  bungalows  on 
this  site  . 

® 

Closing  Orders:  Sub-Standard  Houses 


Housing  Act  procedures  were  instituted  in  respect  of  several  properties,  but 
finalised  only  in  respect  of  one  house  on  which  a Closing  Order  was  placed.  Action 
is  proceeding  in  respect  of  the  other  properties . 


92 


HOUSING  (cont ’d.) 


Improvements  Grants: 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  the  following  Improvement 
Grants  were  approved: 


Discretionary  Grants  

Standard  Grants  

During  the  year,  the  following  houses 

(a)  Commenced  only; 


Number 

No.  of  Houses 

Total  Amount 

23 

24 

£9,797 

5 

5 

£ 605 

were ; - 

Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

71 

3-bedroom  houses 

1-bedroom  flats 

(63) 

( 8) 

14 

(b)  Completed ; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

16 

3-bedroom  houses  ( 8) 
1-bedroom  flats  ( 8) 

7 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.71.  was  as  follows :- 
(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1971:- 


Site 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Aldbury,  Stoneycroft  

16 

3-bedroom  houses  (8) 

1-bedroom  flats  (8) 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts) 

commenced 

during  the  year, 

but  not  completed ; - 


Site 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Mumber 

Dom- 

nenced 

Numbe  r 

Com- 

pleted 

Wigginton,  Common  Field  

42 

(3 -bed roomed  houses  (34) 

42 

- 

(1-bedroomed  flats  ( 8) 

- 

Wilstone,  Grange  Road  (2nd  Phase)... 

29 

3 -bed roomed  houses 

29 

- 

Potten  End,  Rear  of  Village  Hall  ... 

10 

(1-bedroomed  houses  ( 6) 

Site  wc 

rks 

(2 -bed roomed  houses  ( 4) 

only 
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HOUSING  (cont'd). 


(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts) 

projected,  i 

.e.  Schemes  about 

which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made 

at  31.12.71:- 

Site 

Proposed 
Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Potten  End,  Water  End  Road  Site  

4 

3-bedroom  houses 

Long  Marston,  Tring  Road  

2 

3 -bedroom  houses 

Northchurch,  Alma  Road  

10 

(1-bedroomed  flats  (6) 
(1-bedroomed  bungalows  (4) 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1971 


273 


Caravans 


There  are  three  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Rural  District, 
as  follows :- 


Northchurch  (The  Limit)  50  caravans 

Wigginton  (Beech  Park)  45  caravans 

Wigginton  (Elroban) 4 caravans 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the  Rural  District.  Animals 
purchased  by  local  butchers  are  slaughtered  in  an  adjoining  area,  but  the  majority 
of  the  meat  offered  for  sale  is  supplied  by  the  wholesale  meat  trade. 

Slaughter  of  Poultry 


No  slaughtering  of  poultry  on  a large  scale  takes  place  in  the  area.  At  one 
egg  producing  establishment  the  owner  slaughters  approximately  100  turkeys  and  200 
poultry  for  sale  to  local  residents  in  the  Christmas  season  only.  His  premises 
are  registered  for  the  slaughter  of  poultry  and  the  food  preparation  rooms  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Food  Premises 


A number  of  informal  notices  were  served  in  connection  with  matters  brought 
to  light  during  routine  visits  to  food  premises.  In  the  majority  of  cases  these 
informal  notices  were  complied  with  without  undue  delay,  and,  to  date,  statutory 
action  has  not  been  found  to  be  necessary. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  (cont'd.) 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1971: - 


Type  of  Premises 

No . 

No.  Comply- 
ing with 
Regulation 

16 

No  . to  which 
Regulation 

19  applies 

No.  Comply- 
ing with 
Regulation 

19 

Butchers  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Sugar  confectionery  (Sweets)  

3 

3 

2 

3 

Licensed  premises  

13 

13 

13 

13 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals., 
(included  in  above) 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  

16 

16 

16 

16 

School  Kitchens  

7 

7 

7 

7 

Nursing  Home  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Note:  Regulation  16  requires  personal  washing  facilities  to  be  provided. 

Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment 
to  be  provided . 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total  cases 

Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  

25 

k 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

• • • 

1 

- 

- 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

• • • 

. . . 

1 

“ 

— 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (cont.) 


Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

_ 

__ 

1-2  years  

3 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

1 

- 

- 

3-4  years  

4 

- 

- 

4-5  years  . 

4 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

12 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25  years  

- 

1 

1 

25  - 45  years  

1 

- 

- 

45  - 65  years  

- 

■ - 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

— 

— 

Total  cases  notified  

25 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 

1st  January,  1971 

11 

6 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 

first  time  during  the  year  

__ 

_ 

_ 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register 
other  than  by  notification  (i.e. 
transfers  in,  etc.)  

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the 
Register  during  the  year  

3 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 

9 

6 

- 

- 

New  Cases  Nil 

Deaths  Nil 


New  Cases  Nil 

Deaths  Nil 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

R,  S.  HYND,  M.B.,  Ch  .B . , D.P.H. 

Deputy  Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

S. J.  GARDINER,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch  .B  . , M .D  . 
Senior  Clinical  Medical  Officer; 


B. S.M.  MARSHALL,  M.B.,  Ch  .B  . 

Departmental  Medical  Officers: 

J.C.  BROWN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Part-time) 

S.J.  ENDEAN,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (Part-time) 

C. H.  FOURCIN,  M.D.,  (Paris),  L .A  .H  . (Part-time) 

P.M.  LEWIS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Part-time) 

J.  POOLE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D .C  .H . (Part-time) 
A.  WILKES,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time): 

F.C.J.  FAWCETT,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H .W  . JOHN,  L .M.S  .S  .A. 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  V.  L.  TURNER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H .V . , Queen's  Nurse 


Senior  Nursing  Officer; 


Miss 

C 

. J.  BADCOCK, 

S R.N.,  i 

S .C  .M. , H .V  . , D .N. 

Certificate 

(Resigned  April  1971) 

Miss 

H 

. MACDONALD, 

R.G.N.  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Queen' 

s Nurse,  D 

.P 

.A.  (Appointed  July  1971 

Health  Visitors: 

Mrs  . 

D 

. ARNOTT 

Mrs  . 

A. A.  HANDLEY 

Mrs  . 

M 

. McMAHON 

Mrs  . 

B 

. ASHTON 

Miss 

0.  HANSON 

Mrs  . 

L 

. SAUNDERS 

Miss 

M 

.L.  BAKER 

Mrs  , 

M.  HOOK 

Mrs  . 

M 

. SIDNEY 

Miss 

I.A.R.  CARTER 

Mrs  . 

J.  HOLMES 

Mrs  . 

J 

. TURNER 

Miss 

P 

. CODLING 

Miss 

R.M.S.  JOHNSON 

Mrs  . 

I.E.  WONNEBERGER 

Mrs  . 

K 

. CLIFT 

Mrs  . 

D.  KNIGHT 

Mrs  . 

D 

. AMPLEFORD  (Part-time) 

Miss 

P 

. CRAMP 

Mrs  . 

J.  MINTY 

Mrs  . 

B 

. FERGUSON  (Part-time) 

Mrs  . 

D 

. GROAT 

Miss 

C.N.  McCONACHIE 

Miss 

P 

. KIMLIN  (Part-time) 

Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives: 


Miss  K.A.  HOPKINS 


98 


District  Nurse/Midwives: 


Mrs.  M. 

ABBOTT S 

Miss 

M 

. DRING 

Mrs  . 

V.L.  SCOTT 

Mrs  . T . 

BALDWIN 

Mrs  . 

M 

. KEENAN 

Miss 

J.S.  SLATER 

Mrs.  P. 

BROWNE 

Miss 

E 

. LOCHRIE 

Mrs . 

B.  TENNANT 

Miss  L. 

BOXALL 

Mrs  . 

J 

. MURNAGHAN 

Miss 

K.  YEARSDEN 

Miss  M. 

CHALKER 

Mrs . 

B 

. PARRY 

Miss 

I.  MURRELL  (Part-time) 

Miss  B. 

DENNISS 

Mrs  . 

V 

. REDFERN 

Midwives : 

Miss  L. 

ABRAHAMS 

District  Nurses: 

Mr.  J.F 

. GRINDROD 

Mrs  . 

B 

. S PRATT 

Mrs . 

L.M.  WILLIAMS 

Mrs.  E. 

M.  HAMLYN 

Mrs  . 

G 

.M.  STOCKWELL 

Mrs  . 

C.L.  VINE  (Part-time) 

Mrs . R . 

MacDONALD 

Mrs . 

E 

.C.  VINES 

Health  Visitor  Assistants: 

Mrs.  A.M.  COLLINS 

Mrs  . 

M 

. I VELAW  -CHAPMAN 

Mrs . 

E.  PYEWELL 

Miss  E. 

HAGUE 

Mrs  . 

M 

. KERRY 

Mrs  . 

J.L.  SMITH 

Mrs  . S . 

HOLLIS 

Mrs . 

M 

.M.  PETERSON 

Mrs.  M. 

J.  HEATHCOTE 

Mrs . 

L 

. PRATT 

Night  Nurses 

(S.E.N.): 

Mrs.  M. 

NEWLANDS 

Mrs . 

P 

.J.  PECK 

Mrs . 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  - HEALTH  SERVICES 


Int roduction : 

In  this  section  of  the  report  an  account  is  given  of  the  services  provided  in 
the  Division  by  the  County  Council.  The  account,  purposely  brief,  reviews  the 
health  service  from  the  local  angle  and  gives  emphasis  to  the  local  facts  and 
figures.  For  information  on  policy  and  development  of  the  health  service,  reference 
should  be  made  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Staff: 

Two  important  changes  among  the  medical  staff  were  made  in  July  with  the 
creation  of  two  new  posts,  one  of  deputy  divisional  medical  officer  and  the  other 
of  senior  clinical  medical  officer.  In  practice  both  parts  relate  mainly  to 
clinical  duties  but,  in  my  absence  the  deputy  divisional  medical  officer  has  the 
administrative  responsibility  for  the  division. 

Dr.  Sylvia  Gardiner  was  appointed  to  the  first  post  and  her  clinical  duties 
cover  the  overall  supervision  of  children  of  pre-school  age  with  particular 
reference  to  the  handicapped  whether  the  handicap  be  of  a temporary  or  permanent 
nature.  It  is  to  her  that  the  departmental  medical  officers  refer  handicapped 
pre-school  children  for  further  investigation,  treatment  and  surveillance.  For 
this  work  the  full  resources  of  general  practice  and  hospital  are  used . 

Dr.  Barbara  Marshall  was  appointed  to  the  second  post  and  her  clinical  duties 
carry  on  from  where  Dr.  Gardiner  leaves  off  and  then  throughout  school  life.  Like 
Dr.  Gardiner  her  main  work  is  related  to  handicapped  children,  their  supervision 
and  follow  through  at  school,  their  correct  placement,  whether  in  ordinary  schools 
with  special  attention  or  in  special  schools,  day  or  residential.  Liaison  with  the 
school  careers  officer  ensures  the  handicapped  child,  on  leaving  school  is  placed  in 
a job  most  suitable  for  his  particular  handicap,  whether  physical  or  mental. 

The  creation  of  these  two  senior  posts  has  allowed  more  attention  to  be  given 
to  handicapped  children,  co-ordinated  the  work  relating  to  their  particular  needs 
and  strengthened  the  linkage  with  hospital  consultants  and  general  practitioners, 
school  heads  and  the  education  authority  in  general.  Because  of  the  wide  range 
of  their  duties  in  all  aspects  of  child  health,  departmental  medical  officers  cannot 
be  expected  to  give  the  detailed  attention  to  the  present  and  future  needs  of  the 
handicapped  child  which  the  two  senior  medical  officers  give  almost  as  their  sole 
duties  in  the  division.  The  more  concentrated  attention  now  being  given  to  the 
needs  of  these  children  has  inevitably  increased  the  volume  of  work  which,  on  the 
clerical  side,  has  been  met  by  the  appointment  of  an  additional  clerk.  The  increa- 
sed medical  officer  needs  has  so  far  only  been  partially  met  but  should  be  met  fully 
in  September  1972  with  the  appointment  of  a further  half-time  departmental  medical 
officer . 

Research  studies  by  each  officer  on  subjects  especially  related  to  their  duties 
are  given  later  in  the  report . 

In  previous  years  progress  reports  on  the  attachment  scheme  of  nurses  to  general 
medical  practices  have  been  included  in  this  section  of  the  report.  This  year,  for  the 
first  time  the  progress  report  has  been  written  by  a nurse,  Miss  H.  Macdonald, 
one  of  the  nursing  officers  in  the  division,  to  whom  I am  greatly  indebted. 


/cont 'd . . . 


Miss  Macdonald  writes:  "Apply  the  well-known  phrase, 

"prevention  is  better  than  cure"  to  the  health  of  a community,  and  there  evolves 
a concept  most  difficult  to  assess.  Try  to  evaluate  the  extent  of  involvement 
by  nurses  on  prevention  and  cure  of  ill-health  and  again  there  is  great  difficulty. 
Throughout  1971,  however,  prevention,  care  and  after  care  was  carried  out  in 
Dacorum  Division  by  health  visitors,  health  visitor  assistants,  midwifery  sisters, 
district  nursing  sisters  and  au  iliary  helpers  and  from  their  reports  some  interesting 
facts  come  to  life. 

From  the  health  visitor's  point  of  view  - namely  the  prevention  of  ill-health 
and  abnormality  - of  the  babies  born  from  the  1st  January  to  the  31st  December 
inclusive,  91%  were  assessed  for  normal  development  at  6 weeks  old,  (9%  were  omitted). 
Of  the  babies  reaching  6 months  of  age  77%  were  assessed  for  normal  development  (23% 
omitted).  This  gives  a total  of  86%  (or  1767  babies)  assessed  and  14%  (or  296  babies) 
omitted.  Of  the  babies  not  assessed,  no  collated  records  are  available  to  give  the 
number  of  babies  v/ho  were,  e.g.  hospitalized  or  who  did  not  receive  specific  develop- 
mental assessing  prior  to  entry  to  this  Division. 

Of  the  86%  babies  assessed  for  development,  those  who  did  not  reach  the  normal 
milestones  of  development,  were  closely  watched  and  if  required  any  abnormality 
investigated.  Where  required  treatment  was  given  (e.g.  in  congenital  dislocation 
of  hip,  strabismus,  partial  deafness)  and  follow-up  assessments  were  carried  out  to 
prevent  where  possible  a handicapping  condition  becoming  permanent.  Unfortunately 
the  numbers  and  types  of  referrals  for  treatment  have  not  been  recorded,  making  it 
difficult  to  assess  the  needs  of  the  community  in  the  future,  e.g.  the  number  of 
playgroups  to  meet  the  demand  of  children  requiring  such  therapy  on  medical  grounds . 
(Perhaps  in  the  future  the  computer  could  be  utilised  here) . 

From  the  home  nursing  point  of  view  - namely  the  care  and  after  care  of  patients 
there  has  been  progressive  liaison  between  the  general  practitioners  and  home  nursing 
sisters  throughout  1971  with  a greater  involvement  in  patient  care.  In  January  1971 
the  majority,  but  not  all  group  attachment  schemes , had  nurses  assisting  in  surgeries. 
This  may  have  been  due  to  either  shortage  of  surgery  space  or  a lack  of  interest  or 
drive  on  either  the  doctor  or  nurses  part.  By  May,  however,  four  more  group  practices 
saw  nurses  carrying  out  the  treatment  within  the  surgery  premises  making  the  overall 
total  almost  100%. 

On  examination  of  the  number  of  treatments  done  by  Home  Nursing  Sisters  in  genera 
practitioners'  surgeries  a definite  increase  can  be  seen  throughout  the  year.  During 
the  first  trimester  (i.e.  January  to  April)  3093  treatments  were  done,  and  during  the 
second  trimester  (May  to  August)  4336  treatments  were  done,  while  during  the  last 
trimester  (September  to  December)  4636  treatments  were  done  - overall  total  of  12,065 
treatments . 


This  involved  the  Nursing  Sisters  going  into  the  surgeries  on  327  sessions  during 
the  first  trimester,  508  sessions  during  the  second  trimester  and  518  sessions  during 
last  trimester  (overall  = 1353  sessions)  - again  an  increase  throughout  the  year. 

The  actual  work  done  by  the  Nursing  Personnel  in  general  practitioners'  surgeries 
shows  an  increase  over  the  past  3 years: 


e.g.  Treatment  to  ears 

Intramuscular  injections 

Immunisations 

Taking  of  blood  specimens 


1969  - 521 
1969  -1505 
1969  -1304 
1969  - 220 


1970  - 522 
1970  -1732 
1970  -1184 
1970  - 256 


1971  - 904 
1971  -3126 
1971  -2197 
1971  -1467 
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Within  the  group  attachment  schemes  the  emphasis  has  been  on  a growing  liaison 
with  a resultant  increase  in  patient  treatment . Liaison  with  hospital  has  also 
continued  wherever  possible  be  it  at  the  paediatric  clinic,  chest  clinic,  through 
maternity  discharges,  at  geriatric  ward  sisters'  meetings;  at  consultant,  liaison 
committee,  or  student  nurses  level.  To  meet  the  demands  of  students  - from 
hospital  and  college  - and  to  keep  up  to  date  professionally,  where  possible,  nurses 
have  undergone  further  training  (5  nursing  sisters  underwent  district  nurse  training 
for  S.R.N.'s  and  3 underwent  district  nurse  training  for  S.E.N.'s.  2 underwent  the 

Practical  Work  Instructors  Course  and  2 commenced  health  visitor  training)  and  also 
attend  whenever  possible,  in-service  training  programmes-  special  subjects  being 
organised  at  County  level . 

With  the  emphasis  on  communication  - with  a view  to  improved  patient  care  - 
we  enter  1972  having  laid  down  the  foundations  of  communication  in  1971  in  preparation 
for  the  integration  of  the  National  Health  Service  in  1974." 


Nursing  Returns  on  Group  Attachment  Schemes 


Dacorum  Division  1971 


1971 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jiy 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Total 

. of  sessions 
quired  by 
me  Nursing 
sters  for 

itient  care  in 

P.  surgeries 

63 

60 

102 

102 

123 

132 

128 

125 

129 

122 

141 

126 

1353 

>tal  per 

4 months 

327 

508 

518 

1353 

>.  of  treat  - 
ints  done  by 
>me  Nursing 
.sters  in 

P.  surgeries 

465 

559 

985 

1084 

1085 

1089 

1092 

1070 

1034 

1168 

1200 

1234 

12065 

>tal  per 

4 months 

3093 

4336 

4636 

12065 

Work  done  by  Home  Nursing  Sisters  in  G.P.  surgeries 


January  - December 

1971 

1970 

1969 

Dressings:  Burns  and  scalds  

87 

28 

38 

Lacerations  

195 

79 

166 

Boils  and  Abrasions  

107 

41 

79 

Leg  Ulcers  

221 

164 

291 

Veruccae  

326 

320 

316 

Others  

277 

113 

232 
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January  - December 

1971 

1970 

1969 

Minor  Surgery  

53 

41 

30 

Treatment  to  Ears  

904 

522 

521 

Eye  Treatment  

5 

5 

5 

Screening  

5 

1 

- 

Injections  I .M 

3126 

1732 

1405 

Hypodermic  

1323 

633 

775 

Immunisations  

2197 

1184 

1304 

Taking  of  Blood  Specimens  

1467 

256 

220 

" Blood  Pressure  

1106 

551 

250 

Cytology  Smears  

405 

97 

104 

Geriatric  Clinic  Patients  seen  . . 

35 

80 

103 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1971 


Hemel 

Hempstead 

Borough 

Berkhamsted 

Urban 

District 

Hemel  Hemp- 

stead Rural 

Di  strict 

Tring 

Urban 

District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural 

District 

Dacorum 

Division 

Herts . 

County 

Council 

England  and 

Wales  (pro- 

visional 
figures ) 

>a  (Acres ) 

7,193 

1,982 

20,230 

4,407 

17,572 

51,404 

404,524 

* 

>ulation  

re  Births  

11  Births  

Lths  . 

69,720 

15,820 

15,260 

9,310 

6 , 560 

116,670 

930,390 

48,815,000 

1,013 

230 

208 

189 

85 

1,725 

14,062 

783,165 

11 

3 

2 

1 

- 

17 

139 

9,898 

542 

136 

150 

67 

68 

963 

8,336 

567,345 

Lths  under  1 

ar  of  age  

15 

1 

2 

5 

3 

26 

213 

13,726 

’th  Rate 

1,000  estimated 
ipulation  • 

rude  

14.5 

14.5 

13.6 

20.3 

13  .0 

14.8 

15.1 

16  .0 

idjusted  

12.4 

15.0 

14.3 

19  .9 

14  .0 

* 

14.2 

- 

ith  Rates 
per  1,000 

.timated  population: 

rude  . , 

Ldjusted  

7.8 

8.6 

9 .8 

7 .2 

10 .4 

8.3 

9 .0 

11  .6 

11  .8 

8.9 

9.8 

8.5 

10.2 

* 

10.2 

- 

'ective  and  Para- 

.tic  diseases 
excluding  T.B.  but 
icluding  Syphilis 
id  Other  V.D.)  

jerculosis  of 
>spiratory  System  . . 

ter  forms  of 
iberculosis  J 

>piratory  Diseases 
ixcluding  tubercul- 
»i.s  of  respiratory 
astern) 

0 .01 

0.00 

0.00 

0 .00 

0 .00 

0 .01 

0.03 

* 

0 .01 

0.00 

0.00 

O.OC 

0 .00 

0.01 

) 

* 

0 .00 

0.00 

0 .00 

0 .00 

0 .00 

O.OC 

) 0.01 
) 

* 

1 .06 

1.33 

1 .18 

1 .07 

1 .07 

1.11 

1.3 

* 

icer  

1.86 

1.88 

2.16 

1 .07 

2 .44 

1.88 

1.6 

* 

irt  and  Circulatory 
.seases  

2.55 

3.16 

4.13 

2.36 

5.03 

2 .97 

2 .7 

* 

»cular  Lesions 

f the  Nervous 

astern  „ 

0.82 

1 .01 

0.92 

1.18 

0 .76 

0.88 

1 .2 

* 

fant  Mortality  

14.8 

4.3 

9.6 

26.5 

35.5 

15.1 

15.1 

18  .0 

)-Natal  Mortality  . 

10.9 

4.3 

9.6 

10.6 

35.3 

11  .0 

10.8 

12  .0 

~ly  Neo-natal 
>rtality  

9 .9 

4.3 

9.6 

10.6 

35.3 

10.4 

8.6 

10  .0 

'■i-Natal 

jrtality  

20.5 

17.1 

19  .0 

15.8 

35.3 

24.7 

18.3 

22  .0 

l11  Birth  Rate  .... 

10.7 

12  .9 

9.5 

5.3 

0.0 

9 .8 

9 .9 

12  .0 

ternal  Mortality  . . 

0.0 

0.0 

0 .0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.2 

* 

*'  Figures  'not  available 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during  1971  was 
1,725  (875  males,  850  females),  a decrease  of  45  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE  was  14.8  per  1,000  estimated  population  as  compared 
with  15.7  for  1970. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  number  95  or  5.5  per  cent  of  the  total  live 
births  compared  with  99  and  5.6  per  cent  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for  transfers 
were  963  (488  males,  475  females),  an  increase  of  16  on  the  total  for  1970. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  8.3  per  1,000  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  8.4  for  the  previous  year.  The  principal  causes  of  death  in 
order  of  numerical  importance  were : - 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

2.  Cancer 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

4.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  83  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths . 

Infant  Mortality 


In  1971,  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  26,  an  increase 
of  six  from  the  previous  year.  Nineteen  infants  were  under  four  weeks  of  age  at 
time  of  death. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  15.1  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
11.3  for  1970. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  was 
16.0  as  compared  with  13.8  for  1970. 

There  were  no  deaths  among  illegitimate  infants. 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants  under  one  year 
of  age: 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1 week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total 

under 

4 weeks 

1-3 

months 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

Total 

under 

1 vear  of 

Prematurity 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  . . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Other  Congenital 

Malformations  

5 

- 

- 

--- 

5 

1 

1 

- 

- 

7 

Atelectasis  

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Bronchiolitis  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Sudden  Death  in  Infancy 

Syndrome  

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

4 

Total  

18 

- 

- 

1 

19 

4 

2 

1 

- 

26 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1971 


No  comment  is  required  on  the  infectious  diseases  statistics  save  on  the  continued 
rise  in  the  number  of  measles  notifications.  Response  to  vaccination  against  the 
disease  is  varied  . It  is  higher  in  infancy  than  among  the  older  school  children  but 
is  lower  at  all  ages  than  either  diphtheria  or  polio. 

School  vaccination  campaigns  were  again  mounted  last  year  and  with  the  same 
indifferent  results  as  obtained  in  previous  campaigns.  A study  is  being  made  on  why 
measles  vaccination  in  the  very  young  has  a far  less  response  than  diphtheria  and 
polio . 

It  will  be  interesting  to  know  why,  but  at  the  moment  it  would  seem  that  many 
parents  still  think  of  measles  as  a nuisance  to  be  suffered  rather  than  an  illness  to 
be  prevented . 


106 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Midwifery 


The  total  number  of  births  among  residents  in  the  Division  was  1717,  52 
fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  percentage  of  domiciliary  births  to  the 
total  births  was  22%,  compared  with  25%  in  1970  and  30%  in  1969.  The  institutional 
births  (in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes)  showed  an  increase  of  19,  from  1327  in  1970, 
to  1346.  Births  in  the  St.  Paul's  Hospital,  Hemel  Hempstead,  decreased  by  5,  from 
998  to  993.  The  remaining  births  were  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes  outside  the 
divisional  boundary,  66  within  and  287  outside  the  County  boundary.  Domiciliary 
births  totalled  371  as  compared  with  442  in  1970. 

The  following  tables  show  a breakdown  of  births  by  districts  and  between 
hospital  and  domiciliary  births 

1 . LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS  by  DISTRICTS 


District 

Hospital 

Domiciliary 

Total 

Hemel  Hempstead  Borough - 

759 

254 

1,013 

Berkhamsted  Urban  

199 

29 

228 

Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  

154 

52 

206 

Tring  Urban  

165 

28 

193 

Berkhamsted  Rural  

69 

8 

77 

Division  

1,346 

371 

1,717 

2 . LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS  by  HOSPITALS: 


Hospital 

Borough 

B.U.D  . 

H .H  .R.D. 

T .U.D  . 

B .R  .D  • 

Total 

St.  Paul's  

716 

157 

83 

9 

28 

993 

St.  Alban's  City  

12 

2 

15 

- 

- 

29 

Watford  Maternity  

9 

4 

11 

- 

1 

25 

Bushey  Maternity  

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  County  Hospitals 

2 

- 

9 

- 

11 

Bucks. Hospitals 

4 

33 

15 

156 

38 

246 

Luton  and  Beds  . Hospitals 

3 

1 

21 

- 

- 

25 

London  Hospitals  

10 

2 

- 

- 

2 

14 

Other  Out -County  Hospitals 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Totals  

759 

199 

154 

165 

69 

1,346 
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Child  Health  Centres 


In  last  year's  report  comment  was  made  upon  the  study  of  child  development 
and  its  proper  assessment  at  an  early  stage . A comprehensive  report  upon  a 
divisional  survey  of  the  subject  was  made  by  my  deputy,  Dr.  Sylvia  Gardiner, 
and  was  published  in  the  annual  report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  later 
in  the  medical  journal,  "Community  Medicine". 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Gardiner  for  the  following  further  study  on  the  subject 
and  its  application  to  the  Divisional  child  health  service. 

"In  the  Ministry  of  Health  Memorandum  (28th  June  1968)  on.  Comprehensive 
Assessment  Centres  for  Handicapped  Children,  suggestions  were  laid  down  for  the 
formation  of  Assessment  Units  . It  was  also  clearly  stated  that  the  memorandum  was 
intended  for  general  guidance  only,  and  that  experiment  and  experience  in  the 
early  years  would  shape  the  form  of  the  service  in  the  future. 

It  was  envisaged  that  such  Centres  be  hospital  assessment  units,  but  should 
be  also  regarded  as  part  of  a community  service  for  the  handicapped  child.  It 
also  stated  that  a significant  amount  of  the  responsibility  for  the  on-going  care 
and  assessment  would  fall  on  the  Local  Health  Authority  staff,  so  effective 
liaison  between  the  hospital  and  local  authority  was  therefore  vital . 

It  was  considered  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  such  assessment  units  or 
Centres  should  be  a hospital  service,  although  not  necessarily  based  in  hospital 
premises,  and  that  the  Consultant  Paediatrician  should  be  the  leader  of  the  team. 

The  team  should  consist  of  hospital  staff,  Local  Health  Authority  staff  and  also 
have  G.P.  representation.  The  service  should  be  a hospital  and  Local  Health 
Authority  responsibility,  and  the  latter  should  be  involved  in  the  searching  out 
and  initial  screening  and  developmental  assessment  and  final  direction  of  the  child 
to  the  Consultant  Paediatrician.  The  Local  Health  Authority  doctor  should  be 
trained  and  experienced  in  developmental  assessment  work  and  should  be  the  prime 
mover  and  also  the  link  between  the  G.P.  and  the  Paediatrician,  and  the  person 
responsible  for  the  follow-up  and  disposal  for  treatment,  training  and  education. 

Having  had,  elsewhere,  many  years  Local  Health  Authority  experience  with 
several  years  in  a developmental  assessment  unit  in  the  mid-sixties  when 
Dr.  Ruth  Griffiths  was  pioneering,  the  author  felt  confident  enough  to  approach 
the  local  Consultant  Paediatrician  with  the  suggestion  that  a developmental 
assessment  unit  appeared  to  be  an  essential  which  was  absent  in  the  Dacorum  or 
West  Herts.  Division  of  Hertfordshire.  The  Dacorum  Division  with  a population  of 
111,370  in  1970,  a Paediatric  Unit  in  the  West  Herts.  Hospital  at  Hemel  Hempstead, 
a Health  Centre  and  a Health  and  Welfare  Department  in  the  Town  Hall,  all  within 
a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  hospital,  and  an  efficient  Health  Visitor/General 
practitioner  attachment  service  of  6 years  standing,  appeared  to  offer  an  ideal 
set-up  for  the  formation  of  a district  assessment  unit. 

Approaches  made  to  the  local  Consultant  Paediatrician  were  met  with  enthusiasm, 
tempered  with  a mild  degree  of  caution  as  to  whether  our  ancillary  services  in  the 
division  were  adequate  to  support  such  a venture  if  embarked  on. 

A review  of  these  services  revealed  the  availability  of  a wide  range  of  specialist 
and  diagnostic  services  in  both  the  West  Herts.  Hospital  and  the  Marlowes  Health  Centre 
nearby . 
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The  West  Herts.  Hospital  provided  Medical  and  Surgical  Paediatric  Units, 
Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Audiology,  Otolaryngeal  and 
Physiotherapy  and  good  laboratory  facilities . 

Marlowes  Health  Centre  provided: 


Audiology 

6 

sessions  per  month 

Audiometry 

7 

ft 

ft  »f 

Ophthalmic 

8 

ft 

ft  ft 

Orthoptic 

20 

ft 

ft  ft 

Speech  Therapy 

40 

ft 

ft  ft 

Psychiatry 

16 

ft 

tf  ft 

Psychological  Assessment 

Numerous 

sessions 

As  well  as  the  above,  the  Dacorum  Division  had  at  that  time  64  Play  Groups, 

2 Day  Nurseries,  2 Nursery  Schools,  2 Day  Centres  for  pre-school  handicapped,  a 
Junior  Training  Centre,  a School  for  E.S.N.  children  and  two  special  units  for 
children  with  delayed  language  development . 

Satisfied  that  our  ancillary  services  could  meet  the  probable  needs  which 
would  be  revealed  by  a developmental  assessment  unit,  the  Paediatrician  gave  the 
idea  his  blessing,  and  gave  carte  blanche  to  the  author  to  proceed  to  set  up  the 
unit.  It  was  agreed  that  the  screening  and  development  assessments  would  be 
made  by  the  author,  and  in  the  Local  Health  Authority  premises  at  the  Marlowes 
Health  Centre.  A monthly  discussion  and  review  of  cases  was  to  take  place  with 
the  Consultant  Paediatrician.  It  was  foreseen  that  following  on  these  case 
discussions,  some  children  would  require  fuller  comprehensive  clinical  examinations 
by  the  Consultant  in  hospital,  with  all  the  battery  of  tests  and  expertise  at  his 
disposal . 

Before  the  unit  was  opened,  a letter  was  sent  to  all  the  G.P.s  in  the  Division, 
giving  notice  of  the  intention  to  set  up  a developmental  assessment  unit  in  the 
Marlowes  Health  Centre  in  Hemel  Hempstead.  Details  of  times  of  clinic,  the 
procedure  for  making  appointments,  notes  and  thoughts  on  the  function  of  the  unit, 
and  developmental  screening  techniques  were  sent  along  with  this  letter.  As 
developmental  assessment  is  a lengthy  procedure,  it  was  decided  that  only  one  new 
child  should  be  seen  at  a session,  or  two  children  for  review. 

Although  occasional  individual  assessment  had  been  carried  out  through  1969 
and  1970  when  time  permitted,  the  Assessment  Unit  was  not  opened  officially  until 
the  11th  September,  1970.  Up  until  the  end  of  1971  a total  of  69  pre-school 
children  who  have  failed  to  meet  their  developmental  milestones,  or  who  have  been 
handicapped,  have  been  assessed. 

A brief  analysis  of  these  children  is  set  out  below; 

Dacorum  Development  Assessment  Unit 

1970  1971 


No.  of  appointments  made  for  pre-school  children  27  43 

No.  of  appointments  kept  26  43 

No . of  reviews  6 28 
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Table  1 


Age  Groups : 

No.  of  children  under 
No.  of  children  between 

»»  M tf  ft 

M M tf  ft 

ft  tf  tf  tf 


1970 


1 year  1 

1- 2  years  8 

2- 3  years  9 

3- 4  years  5 

4- 5  years  3 


26 


Table  11 


Mode  of  Referral: 

General  Practitioner  

Paediatrician  

Public  Health  Medical  Officer 

Social  Services  Unit  

Speech  Therapist  


7 

1 

15 

1 

2 


26 


1971 

2 

6 

16 

10 

9 


43 


20 

7 

16 


43 


Table  111 


Area  of  Referral: 

Berkhamsted  . . . 

Bovingdon  

Gaddesden  Row  . 
Hemel  Hempstead 
Kings  Langley  . 

Bedmond  

Potten  End  . . . . 


12 

1 

1 

11 

1 


26 


13 

2 

1 

23 

1 

2 

1 


43 


Table  IV 


Conditions  revealed  as  a result  of  Assessment : 


1970 

Global  Delay  18 

Severe  Motor  Delay  3 

Hearing  Loss  and  Speech  Delay  ....  2 

Severe  Speech  Delay  1 

Myopia  1 

Normal  1 
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1971 

Global  Delay  7 

Severe  Global  Delay  9 

Speech  delay  primarily  9 

Speech  delay  and  social 

deprivation  4 

Hypothyroidism  and  severe  delay  . 1 

Hyperactive,  distractible  and 

severe  retardation  3 

Hyperactive,  distractible  and 

retardation  2 

Epilepsy  2 

Urinary  Infection  3 

Hearing  Loss  2 

Myopia  2 

Cataract  2 

Assymetrical  Palate,  Bifid  Uvula 

and  Cleft  Palate  1 

Primary  Muscular  Hypotonia  1 

Physical  delay  - late  walking  ...  2 

Behaviour  Problems  2 
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52 


Table  V 


Disposal : 

1970  1971 

Referred  to  Paediatric  Consultant 

for  further  investigation  3 

Referred  to  E.N.T.  Surgeon  1 

Referred  to  Consultant  Ophthalmologist  5 

Referred  to  Consultant  Audiologist  8 

Referred  to  Great  Ormond  Street  1 

Referred  to  School  Psychological 

Service 6 

Referred  to  Speech  Therapist 5 

Referred  to  Felden  Playgroup  for 

Handicapped  4 

Referred  to  Manor  St.  Playgroup  8 

Referred  to  Nursery  School . 2 

Referred  to  Merryhills  Day  Nursery  ...  4 

Referred  to  Playgroup. 6 

Referred  to  G .P ./Treatment  for 

Urinary  Infection  3 

At  Home  (Refused  Playgroup  Placement).  5 

All  children  have  been  given  appointments  for  follow-up  and  review  in  either 
3,  6 or  12  months  time  from  initial  assessment. 

By  the  end  of  1971,  a total  of  69  children  had  been  examined,  screened  and 
assessed,  and  a fairly  wide  variety  of  conditions  found.  The  divisional  assessment 
unit  is  at  present  mainly  diagnostic,  follow-up  and  referral  in  nature.  It  is  not 
in  the  true  sense  an  Assessment  Centre  where  a programme  of  treatment  can  be  carried 
out,  thus  certain  conditions  such  as  Cerebral  Palsy  and  Spina  Bifida  are  not  often 
dealt  with.  When  Cerebral  Palsy  is  suspected  the  child  is  usually  referred  by  the 
G.P.  or  Hospital  Consultant  to  the  Spastic  Centre  at  Watford.  Children  with  Spina 
Bifida  are  usually  referred  to  a London  Hospital  directly  at  birth,  by  the  G.P. 
or  the  hospital . 

The  total  of  78  conditions  diagnosed  in  69  children,  indicates  the  prevalence  of 
multiple  handicap.  All  children  attending  the  unit  have  an  initial  screening  of 
vision,  hearing  and  psychological  tests.  Parent  counselling  is  also  an  important 
part  of  the  interview.  Usually  only  one  parent  - the  mother  - is  present  but  on 
several  occasions  both  have  accompanied  the  child.  The  findings  are  discussed  with 
the  local  Paediatrician  who  may  then  admit  the  child  to  his  own  hospital  wards . The 
Medical  Officer  of  the  assessment  unit  draws  up  a tentative  plan  for  the  future  of 
each  child,  whether  it  be  referred  to  the  Speech  Therapist,  Ophthalmologist,  Day 
Nursery  or  School  Psychological  Service,  etc. 

Each  child  is  reviewed  and  re-assessed  at  intervals  of  3 months,  6 months 
or  12  months,  as  is  thought  necessary.  Of  the  69  children  already  dealt  with,  34  of 
these  have  been  reviewed  at  least  once . 


Referred  to  Paediatric  Consultant 


for  further  investigation  5 

Referred  to  Nursery  or  Playgroup  14 


Referred  to  Junior  Training  Centre  ...  3 

Referred  to  Consultant  Audiologist  ...  6 


Referred  to  Consultant 

Ophthalmologist  2 

Referred  to  Speech  Therapist  3 
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Ill 


The  aim  of  a Child  Developmental  Assessment  Centre,  as  opposed  to  the  Divisional 
Assessment  Unit,  is  the  provision  of  all  treatment  at  the  Centre.  This  is  usually 
achieved  in  a purpose  built,  or  specially  adapted  building,  where  such  services  as  a 
special  day  nursery,  play  therapy,  physiotherapy,  speech  therapy  and  auditory  training 
are  available.  To  this  centre  visiting  Consultants  are  invited  to  examine  the  children, 
and  thus  a multi-disciplinary  approach  can  be  achieved.  Such  a multi-disciplinary 
centre  would  be  a tremendous  factor  in  overcoming  the  failure  of  communication  which  can 
occur  in  dealing  with  the  handicapped  child . General  Practitioners  would  be  able  to 
visit  the  Centre  and  discuss  the  child's  progress  with  the  Doctor  of  the  Unit,  who  as 
well  as  being  the  initiator  of  the  assessment  procedure,  would  also  be  the  liaison 
officer  between  the  various  disciplines . She  would  also  be  the  person  responsible  for 
the  smooth  on-going  follow-up  and  care  of  each  child. 

Egan  (1969)  stated  that  "the  Consultant  Paediatrician  should  see 

his  field  of  influence  extending  far  outside  the  walls  of  his  paediatric  department, 
where  he  can  play  an  active  role  and  work  with  a multi-disciplinary  team”. 

Equally,  the  local  Unit  Doctor,  responsible  for  developmental  screening  and  assess- 
ment must  be  allowed  to  extend  her  field  of  activity  within  the  walls  of  the  Paediatric 
Hospital  Wards,  and  be  in  a position  to  communicate  and  to  be  accepted  by  her  paediatric 
colleagues  "inside".  It  is  desirable  that  her  knowledge  of  clinical  hospital 
paediatrics  should  be  revived  and  extended,  and  that  she  should  be  invited  to 
participate  in  hospital  work.  Accurate  developmental  techniques  could  be  introduced 
to  the  clinics  for  the  follow-up  of  "special  care  babies"  and  the  Local  Health  Authority 
Doctor/  with  her  years  of  experience  in  counselling  mothers  and  assessing  the  health  and 
development  of  children  has  many  skills  which  could  be  readily  adapted  to  such  hospital 
follow-up  clinics. 

Early  acquaintance  with  these  babies  and  their  mothers  would  render  a closer  link 
with  the  pre-school  child  who  may  be  at  risk  of  developing  a handicap.  This  closer 
link  with  the  Local  Health  Authority  would  ensure  a continuous  follow-up  of  the  "special 
care  babies"  and  obviate  any  of  them  slipping  through  the  net  until  such  times  as  the 
handicap  has  become  obvious  to  all"  . 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  school  health  service  has,  as  it's  primary  function,  the  detection  of  handicap, 
physical  or  mental,  the  follow-up  of  the  treatment  of  such  handicaps  where  treatment  is 
possible  and  the  arrangement,  with  others,  for  the  type  of  education  most  suitable  for 
the  child's  particular  handicaps  and  needs. 

Commonly  it  is  the  finding  of  a physical  handicap  which  leads  to  an  enquiry  into  a 
child's  educational  needs  but  occasionally  the  position  is  reversed.  Here  the  failure 
of  the  child  to  reach  his  expected  level  of  education  leads  to  an  enquiry  into  a possible 
physical  cause . 

Such  an  enquiry  in  the  division  began  two  years  ago  into  the  possible  association 
of  physical  defects  with  slow  learning.  I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Barbara  Marshall  for  her 
supervision  of  the  enquiry  and  for  the  report  which  follows :- 

"In  197G  it  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Crawford,  the  headteacher  of  Hobbs  Hill  Wood 
Junior  School,  that  all  slow  learners  should  have  a comprehensive  medical  examination 
to  determine  whether  there  might  be  a medical  reason  for  their  educational  handicap. 

A pilot  scheme  was  carried  out  in  Hobbs  Hill  Wood  Junior  school  on  twenty  children. 

Two  of  these  children  were  found  to  have  hearing  defects,  which  may  well  have 
contributed  to  their  educational  difficulties . 
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The  scheme  was  extended  to  cover  all  the  junior  schools  in  the  division  in 
1971.  A letter  was  written  to  all  the  head  teachers  in  July  and  followed  up  in 
November  by  a personal  letter  to  the  head  teachers  of  those  schools  from  whom 
replies  had  not  been  received . Thirty  six  junior  schools  were  circulated  and 
lists  of  slow  learners  were  received  from  ten.  This  report  is  based  on  the 
medical  examinations  carried  out  by  my  colleagues  and  myself  in  those  ten  schools 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  this  represents  only  a third  of  the  schools 
involved.  One  hundred  and  forty  children  were  referred  and  special  examina- 
tions were  arranged  allowing  fifteen  minutes  for  each  examination.  As  these 
examinations  were  requested  by  the  head  teachers  it  was  assumed  that  the  teachers 
would  explain  to  the  parents  the  reason  for  their  referral  to  the  school  medical 
officer.  In  practice  it  was  found  that  this  was  not  always  done  and  initially 
some  difficulties  were  encountered  although  only  six  parents  refused  to  allow 
their  child  to  be  examined . The  head  teachers  are  now  asked  to  interview  the 
parents  before  any  arrangements  for  special  examinations  are  made.  Of  the  one 
hundred  and  forty  children  referred  only  twenty-one  children  were  already  on  the 
list  for  re-inspection.  It  was  decided  that  a routine  medical  examination  would  be 
carried  out  including  a vision  test  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  audio- 
metrician to  visit  the  schools  to  test  the  children.  Again  in  practice  it  has 
been  found  that  some  of  these  children  are  still  waiting  for  their  vision  and 
hearing  tests  and  that  some  children  had  a very  detailed  neurological  examina- 
tion while  other  children  had  no  tests  of  hand-eye  co-ordination.  I feel  that, 
if  we  continue  to  do  these  special  examinations,  a proforma  should  be  devised  so 
that  it  is  easy  to  tell  what  tests  still  need  to  be  done  on  a particular  child. 

A profile  of  the  child  could  then  be  obtained  as  is  done  in  the  assessment  centres. 

Results  on  140  children  (87  boys  and  49  girls) 

Six  children  were  not  medically  examined  as  their  parents  refused  the 
examination.  Vision  and  hearing  tests  were  carried  out  on  these  children  so  that 
they  have  been  included  in  the  following  results :- 

Vision  tests 


106  children  had  a routine  vision  test  using  a Sheridan-Gardiner  chart 
or  a Snellen  chart  for  far  and  near  vision.  Out  of  these  - 

9 were  already  attending  an  ophthalmologist  for  treatment 

2 were  found  to  have  minor  vision  defects  and  are  to  be 
re-tested  in  school  in  six  months 

6 were  referred  for  investigation  of  vision  defects  as  follows : - 

2 with  squint 

3 with  hypermetropia 
2 with  myopia 


Hearing  tests 


76  children  had  a routine  sweep  test  in  school.  Of  these : - 

3 had  attended  the  Audiology  Clinic  for  hearing  difficulties 
in  the  past  but  were  now  discharged  from  the  clinic. 

8 failed  the  sweep  tests,  of  these : - 

3 have  failed  to  attend  for  further  audiometric  examination 
in  spite  of  repeated  appointments  being  given. 

2 have  been  found  to  have  slight  loss  in  one  ear  and  are  due 
to  have  another  examination  in  six  months  time . 

/cont 'd . . . . 
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Hearing  tests  - cont'd. 


1  was  found  to  have  a moderate  bilateral  hearing  loss  and  was 
referred  to  the  Audiology  Clinic. 

1 was  found  to  be  severely  deaf  in  her  right  ear.  She  was 
already  attending  the  local  hospital  E.N.T.  consultant 
and  has  now  been  referred  to  the  Audiology  Clinic  with 
a view  to  a hearing  aid . 

1 was  found  to  have  a recurrence  of  a bilateral  hearing  loss 
and  was  referred  back  to  the  Audiology  Clinic. 

Physical  Defects  apart  from  Vision  and  Hearing; 


134  children  were  examined,  of  these : - 

1 child  had  a severe  physical  defect  (fibrocystic  disease 
of  pancreas  - already  on  the  handicapped  register) . 

10  were  found  to  have  nocturnal  enuresis . 

2 were  obese  . 

7 gave  a history  of  poor  attendance  at  school  due  to 
recurrent  illness  such  as  bronchitis,  asthma, 
tonsillitis . 

3 were  found  to  have  poor  co-ordination. 

5  were  thought  to  have  "cross  laterality"  being  right- 
eyed and  left  footed  or  vice  versa. 

8 were  left-handed  . 

Psychological  difficulties 


17  children  had  already  been  seen  by  the  educational 

psychologist  and  in  most  cases  were  receiving  remedial 
help  (I.Q.  range  66-108). 

6 were  already  attending  the  child  guidance  clinic 

Of  the  remainder: - 

7 were  referred  to  the  educational  psychologist  by  the 
school  medical  officer  as  a direct  result  of  the 
examination . 

2 were  referred  to  the  psychiatrist  with  severe 
behaviour  difficulties. 

Family  History: 

20  children  came  from  a very  poor  family  background. 

7 had  siblings  with  severe  educational  difficulties. 

2 had  mothers  who  are  severely  physically  handicapped. 


/cont ' d 
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Discussion  of  results : 


Although  the  results  of  this  study  are  not  as  detailed  as  we  should  have 
liked,  it  is  obvious  that  slow  learners  should  be  brought  forward  for  medical 
examination  and  referred  for  specialist  help  where  appropriate.  The  parents 
and  teachers  of  these  children  appear  to  be  able  to  accept  the  suggestion  of 
help  when  it  is  given  from  a medical  standpoint  but  they  themselves  are  loathe 
to  make  the  referral  as  it  is  taken  as  an  admission  of  failure  either  as  a 
parent  or  a teacher  or  both . 

A large  number  of  the  children  in  this  study  were  not  referred  until  the 
last  year  in  their  junior  school  and  I think  this  is  often  rather  late  in  their 
school  life  to  start  remedial  help.  The  entrant  medical  examination  should  be 
able  to  identify  those  children  with  neuro  muscular  co-ordination  difficulties, 
and  the  teachers  and  educational  psychologist  could  be  informed  about  them. 

With  a more  detailed  study  I think  it  should  be  possible  to  define  other  medical 
categories  of  children  as  being  "at  risk"  of  developing  educational  difficulties. 
These  children  could  then  be  followed  up  from  their  infant  school  and  referred 
for  suitable  help  at  an  early  age.  A group  of  slow  learning  children  would  then 
remain  with  no  known  medical  or  social  history  but  who  would,  nevertheless, 
benefit  from  a detailed  medical,  examination  with  particular  reference  to  vision 
and  hearing  defects.  In  any  one  school  this  group  of  children  would  be 
relatively  small  and  easily  integrated  into  a routine  medical  inspection  session 
without  the  publicity  involved  in  the  present  system" . 

A statistical  summary  of  the  work  of  the  school  health  services  is  given 
below : - 

School  Medical  Inspections  1971 

(a)  Number  of  children  who  received  a full  medical  examination : - 


Age  Group  (year)  Number 

1967  and  later  2,063 

1966  243 

1965  86 

1964  99 

1963  81 

1962  81 

1961  15 

1960  62 

1959  204 

1958  74 

1957  78 

1956  and  earlier  32 

Total  3,118 


(b)  Other  Inspections : - 

Number  of  special  inspections  258 

Number  of  re-inspections  2,626 

Total  2,884 
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Defects  Found  at  Medical  Inspections 


Defect 

or 

Disease 

Medical  In 
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Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treat me nt 

ti 

o 

•H 

+■> 

aS 

> 

U 

0 

cn 

■Q 

O 

Skin 

24 

131 

1 

2 

2 

18 

27 

151 

Eyes  : 

(a)  Vision 

• • • 

17 

63 

10 

4 

21 

6 

48 

73 

(b)  Squint 

• • • 

26 

60 

2 

- 

2 

3 

30 

63 

(c)  Other 

• • • 

1 

7 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

8 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

• • • 

17 

97 

- 

3 

4 

26 

21 

12  6 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

• • • 

8 

56 

- 

2 

3 

5 

11 

63 

(c)  Other 

• • • 

- 

8 

- 

1 

- 

5 

- 

14 

fose  and  Throat : 

• • • 

22 

148 

1 

2 

8 

52 

31 

202 

Speech:  

• • • 

29 

105 

- 

- 

1 

8 

30 

113 

_,ymphatic  Glands: 

• • • 

- 

67 

- 

- 

- 

6 

ig£ 

73 

ieart : 

• • • 

3 

82 

- 

4 

1 

14 

4 

100 

--ungs : 

• • • 

10 

167 

3 

5 

5 

20 

18 

192 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia 

• • • 

1 

8 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

9 

(b)  Other 

• • • 

18 

94 

1 

5 

3 

36 

22 

135 

Drthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture 

• • • 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

9 

(b)  Feet 

• • • 

3 

53 

- 

1 

2 

15 

5 

69 

( c ) Other 

• • • 

3 

43 

- 

2 

- 

5 

3 

50 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy 

• • • 

1 

15 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

17 

(b)  Other 

• • • 

1 

23 

- 

1 

4 

3 

5 

27 

3sychological : 

(a)  Development 

• • • 

3 

127 

- 

2 

- 

11 

3 

140 

(b)  Stability 

• • • 

10 

50 

1 

2 

4 

34 

15 

86 

Vbdomen ; 

7 

45 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

47 

Dther:  

• • • 

2 

20 

1 

- 

- 

7 

3 

27 

116 
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